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1. SUBJECT PROPERTY

Address: Former General Amherst High School — 130 Sandwich Street N, Amherstburg
Legal Description: PLAN 7 LOT 1 PT LOTS 2 AND 3, RP 12R24659 PARTS 1 AND 2

Name of Building: General Amherst High School

Original Use: Educational, Institution (Vocational and Academic High School)

Original Date Constructed: 1921-1922 (Ground broken 1921; Opened 1922)

Original Owner: The High School Board of Amherstburg

Architect: Harold McEvers of Windsor, Ontario (1921); J.C. Pennington (1951 addition)

LOCATION AND DESCRIPTION

The property located at 130 Sandwich Street South is situated on the west side of Sandwich Street
South, bordered by North Street to the south and Laird Avenue to the west. The property
comprises a substantial two-storey brick educational facility known as General Amherst High
School, originally constructed in 1922, with significant additions made in 1929 (later demolished),
1951, 1960, 1964 and 1967.
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The subject property displays characteristics of various architectural styles reflecting the periods
in which the original construction and subsequent additions were built. The most prominent and
recognizable is the original 1922 architectural style which is depicted in Figure 2. The subsequent
additions reflect the timeframe and architectural designs and details of prevailing architectural
typology of their time. Not all of the additions or construction meet the merits of being listed as
Heritage Attributes. The majority of Heritage Attributes are associated with the original 1922
construction, the 1951 Addition, and the nine murals on the gymnasiums which face Laird Ave.
This report discusses those elements in further detail while the later additions are discussed to
understand the evolutionary nature of the property.
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FIGURE 2 - (SOUTH ELEVATION OF 1922 GENERAL AMHERST HIGH SCHOOL.)

1951 Addition

The 1951 addition is constructed to the west of the original structure, this addition utilized and
mimicked similar fenestration patterns, materials, detailing and brick patterning/coursing as the
original construction. (See Figure 3) — Designed by local architect J.C. Pennington who was, “the
acknowledged dean of the local architectural scene in Windsor and Essex County, and who was active
for over fifty years.”! This addition borrows architectural narrative from the original design, including
scale, fenestration patterns, material and detailing.

! Biograph Dictionary of Architects in Canada 1800-1850.
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FIGURE 3 - 1951-52 ADDITION — SOURCE OFFICIAL OPENING PROGRAM
1960 Addition

The school was expanded east with the addition of a cafeteria and other various classrooms
which were designed in the modern architectural style from the 60’s, with large windows and
simplistic detailing. (See Figure 4) The only portion of this addition still visible from the exterior
is the south facing exterior wall, which looks into the park.

FIGURE 4 - 1960 CAFETERIA ADDITION — VIEW FROM SANDWICH — SOURCE: OFFICIAL OPENING PROGRAM
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1964 Addition

This was a major transformation which saw the original gymnasium demolished and replace with
a large new wing running north/south perpendicular to the 1922 building. This addition includes
a gymnasium and a vocational wing to the north. (See Figure 5) Importantly, there were six large
murals that were added to the west wall of the new gym facing Laird Ave to the west.

Z '_-‘-:*G-.'..'.. 5
FIGURE 5 - 1964 ADDITION — THE AMHERSTBURG ECHO JANUARY 16, 1964

1967 Addition

In 1967 the last major addition is built, including all parts which front on Sandwich Street and an
additional gymnasium on Laird Avenue, along with other facilities in the center. Three additional
murals were added facing Laird Ave on the new gym. (See Figure 6)

FIGURE 6 - 1967 ADDITION ALONG SANDWICH STREET — SOURCE: OFFICIAL OPENING PROGRAM COVER
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This addition was completed in a 1960’s Modern architectural typology. The elevation facing east
towards Sandwich Street included three distinct rectangular volumes. Including a 2 % storey
linear wing design with slender vertical precast concrete dividers demarcating the window
patterns on the exterior. The spandrels separating the windows between each storey are red
brick with no discernible ornamentation. The main linear volume is anchored on both ends with
rectangular volumes designed in the same manner with notable curved “cyclopean stone” accent
walls that face Sandwich Street. (See Figures 7)

FIGURE 7 - 130 SANDWICH STREET - EAST ELEVATION - SOURCE: TOWN OF AMHERSTBURG

CURRENT CONTEXT

The subject property, historically the educational hub for the communities of Amherstburg,
Anderdon, and Malden, occupies a prominent site along Sandwich Street and near Fort Malden
Nation Historic Site. The site includes the main school building and associated grounds to the
south are a municipal park. The building is currently known as the former General Amherst High
School. As of December 2025 the building is not occupied. The Greater Essex County District
School Board (GECDSB) sold the former high school to a development corporation in 2024.

Lalruhve s “
»
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FIGURE 8 - CURRENT 130 SANDWICH ST - GOOGLE EARTH IMAGE 2025
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2. BACKGROUND RESEARCH

DESIGN AND PHYSICAL VALUE
ARCHITECTURAL STYLE AND FORM

The subject property displays characteristics of various architectural styles reflecting the periods
in which the original construction and subsequent additions were built. The most notable
architectural style is the 1922 construction. This portion of the building exhibits simplified
classical architecture with regards to proportions, fenestration, materiality and detailing. Based
on the simplified form, this structure can be identified as an example of “Interwar Stripped
Classicism” or a simplified “Collegiate Gothic Revival” building.

FIGURE 9 - SOUTH ELEVATION 1922 CONSTRUCTION - SOURCE: TOWN OF AMHERSTBURG

1922 Construction

e Massing: This is a 21/2 storey flat roof institutional building. The facade is strictly
symmetrical, featuring a central entrance bay flanked by slightly projecting end bays. This
ordered layout is a hallmark of Classical Revival styles.

e Exterior: The exterior is divided into the three distinct bays. The “central” bay (where the

entrance is), with identical bays flanking each side of the center bay. The parapet height of

the centre bay is higher than the flanking bays. The exterior is demarcated vertically with a

base, body, and cap.
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The center bay is sub-divided into three distinct
vertical elements. In the middle of the center bay
is where the original south entrance was, with the
first level protruding out and semi-circle arch
parapet to signify the importance of the entrance.
The building “name stone,” which reads “General
Amherst High School,” is still in place above where
the original entrance doors were. The entrance is
detailed with flanking, one storey, brick pilasters,
topped with a sloped coping stone. The entire
protruding entrance is capped with sloped coping
and a “keystone” in the centre. Above the
protruding entrance is a three bay window opening
flanked by brick pilasters. The windows have a
continuous reinforced concrete lintel that spans
between the pilasters. The pilasters have simple
stone capitals as well as stone coping. Above this
section is a three course brick arch with stone
coping which extends above the typical parapet
height to signify its importance. In the center is a
stone shield with a shield and date “1921.”

The remained of the south elevation has a similar
rhythm. The flanking bays are forward from the
centre bay and are demarcated on each end with
brick pilaster and with a stone base and sloped
stone capitals. Above the corner pilasters, in the
parapet section, are two narrow vertical stone
elements visually extending the pilaster through
the parapet. The middle brick pilaster is narrower
than the corner pilasters with a similar stone base,
and sloped stone capital. This pilaster, at the
parapet, continues the brick and is capped with a |
stone protruding higher than the parapet coping. E=E

FIGURE 10 - SOUTH ENTRANCE - CENTER BAY

The flanking bays are demarcated vertically with a
cap (parapet section), a body (windows and
spandrels section), and a base. The “cap,” or top
section, is a brick parapet divided by the pilasters
with rectangle recessed brick detailing. The 5 i
recessed brick areas are laid in the header FIGURE 11 - FLANKING BAY
orientation and are separated by a stacked

stretcher course. Just below the stone parapet
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coping is a single soldier course that is only broken by the pilasters.

The “body,” or middle section of the glancing bays include large window bays. The second
level windows have a concrete lintel and thinner stone sill. The first level windows have a
single soldier course of brick, as the lintel, laid in a vertical running bond pattern with stone
sill under the window. The spandrel between the windows on each floor have recessed
medallions, similar in size to the brick recesses on in the parapet. The medallions are parged
with cement and have a diamond pattern made of four tiles in the center.

The “base” is continuous across the elevation and consist of a running bond brick pattern.
The brick is set to create raised horizontal banding. There are three bands of raised running
bond, each band is three courses high with a single recessed running bond course to separate

the banding.

FIGURE 2 - BASE BRIC BANDING

e Fenestration: From the historical photos we can see that the
window openings have not changed. The window patterns
are the same although the original windows have been
replaced. The current window sashes are not the same
pattern that was originally on the structure. The original
windows where double hung with an upper sash divided with
muntins in a 3x3 pattern. The current windows, although the
openings are the same proportions as the original opening,
consist of 3 panes divided by horizontal mullions. The top
pane is currently filled with an opaque panel. (compare Figure
2 and Figure 9)

e Entrances: The south entrance door is no longer in place and
has been replaced with a window. (Figure 10) The steps and
landing have also been removed. The original south entrance
can be seen in the adjacent image. (Figure 13)

e Materiality: The exterior is predominantly red brick with a
heavy vertical rake. There are stone sills, coping, column
bases and column capitals. There are miscellaneous stone
details, such as the building name stone and date stone.

FIGURE 13 - ORIGINAL SOUTH ENTRANCE

10
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CONSTRUCTION AND CRAFTSMANSHIP

The building is constructed with a cast-in-
place concrete foundation. The foundation
can be seen from the interior and the
exterior of the building. The floors consist of
wood joists that run perpendicular to the
exterior south wall and are bearing on the
exterior wall.

The wall construction consists of a single
exterior wythe of brick, with 8”terra cotta
tile with a %” of interior plaster finish.? The
wall construction was investigated and
confirmed. The brick is primarily laid in a
running bond pattern. There are various
other brick patterns and coursing on the
facade. Including: Soldier Courses around
the ground floor windows and below the
parapet coping stone. Rowlock coursing
forming the arched parapet (3 courses of
rowlock); stack-bond headers in the parapet
creating a recessed rectangle; a parquet
hatch pattern of soldier coursing with one
running bond below the entrance coping;
stack bond creating a separation between
the central bay windows.

The overall construction of the south facade
visually appears to be in good condition. A
visual inspection does not show bowing of
the exterior wythe.

FIGURE 14 - SOUTH FACADE - WEST FLANKING BAY

The brick and mortar appear to be in good condition with minor

discolouration near the top of the parapet and along the base of the building. Cracks in the
mortar or in the brick near common areas of concern (corners of windows) were not observed.
Flashing was added on top of the coping at the parapet.

2 John G. Cooke & Associates Ltd — Facade Report dated: Dec 9, 2024

11
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MURALS ON THIS SIDE OF THE GYMNASIUMS

In 1964 and in 1967, murals 9 murals were created on the West exterior
facade of the gymnasiums spanning from the bottom of the facade to
below to roof coping. The murals are a significant feature of the schools
mid-century additions. The panels depict scenes representing the
history that helped shape Amherstburg. They can be described as being
simple in appearance, utilizing solid bold colours and stylized figures.
John Oliver is the original designer and artist, with work completed by
Bruno Vendrasco.3

The murals were created using a technique known as Granolux, which
is a trowel-applied wall surfacing technique popular in the mid-20th
century. It consists of an aggregate (crushed stone, granite, or marble)
suspended in a strong binder, often cementitious or resin-based.

] rigins & &
2012 Restoration Credits

on & Assoclate:
athiluchural i

FIGURE 15 - PLAQUE ON WEST
WALL OF NORTH GYM

In 2012, prior to the Town's commemoration of the War of 1812 Bicentennial, the murals were
revitalized by Jason Dyrdra. The restoration used the same Granolux technique to ensure the

original integrity of the artwork was preserved.

1964 Mural Descriptions

(o

) E—
m“

|

FIGURE 16 - 6 MURALS FACING WEST— 1964

From the left to the right;

3 Plaque on the North Gym, 2012 restoration.
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The descriptions of the murals and their names are taken from David P. Botsford, and the current
plaques descriptions located adjacent to each mural.

Botsford Description®

Current Plaque

Panel 1

(No Title) “The mural depicts a pioneer amidst
freshly-chopped stumps with the forest in the
background. The first clearing in the area was
at the site of the Bois Blanc Mission below
Amherstburg on the Detroit River front about
1742 in the French regime.”

(Agricultural Settlement) “Pioneer
agricultural settlement in Upper Canada
began following the American Revolution.
Early settlers faced a land of Carolinian forest
and swamp. Survival meant use of all available
resources. A symbolic pioneer is portrayed
amidst freshly-chopped stumps with a
forested background.”

Panel 2

(Griffin 1679) “The second mural represents
the passage of LaSalle’s ship the Griffon in
1679. An Indian on horseback is viewing from
the shore the shipper under sail. A bit of
artistic license is here employed for local
historians assert that the Detroit River Indians
at that time were not yet acquainted with the
horse and that is actually the first horse in
Detroit River area was one laboriously
transported from Quebec for the use of
Cadillac sometime after 1701 and named
“Colon” (for Columbus) to signify he was the
first of his kind in his region.”

(French Exploration and Aboriginal Contact)
“This mural represents the first European and
First Nations cultural contact in this region.
The contact and conflict of the European and
First Nations cultures is portrayed strongly in
this mural. a relationship which had a strong
impact on the course of Canada's history.”

Panel 3

(U.E Loyalists) “The third mural shows a later
period with Fort Malden erected and
occupied by the British who had recently
evacuated Detroit when that place was given
over to the new United States. The flag shown
is that of Great Britain before the union with
Ireland. In the foreground corn is shown to
indicate the growth of agriculture.”

(Fort Malden 1796) "Following the
implementation of the Jay's Treaty on June 1st
1796, British military forces evacuated Detroit
and relocated in Amherstburg to construct
Fort Amherstburg(Malden). Corn is shown to
indicate the growth of agriculture. The flag is
the Grand Union, the flag of Great Britain
before the union with Ireland in 1801."

Panel 4

(Brock and Tecumseh 1812) The fourth mural
has as its subject the historic meeting at the

(Tecumseh and Brock) "This mural represents
the meeting of Chief Tecumseh and Major-

4 David P. Botsford, Historian; Explains Murals on West Wall General Amherst High Gymnasium and Amherstburg
Echo August 27 1965, Marsh Collection Society reference files.
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Botsford Description*

130 SANDWICH STREET SOUTH

Current Plaque

home of Colonel Matthew Elliott, of Major-
General lIsaac Brock and Tecumseh. This
meeting took place at ten o’clock in the night.
Brock had just arrived from the Niagara
frontier with reinforcement and immediately
consulted Tecumseh’s counsel for an
immediate attack on Detroit, evoking from
Tecumseh the ejaculation, “Here is a Man!”
Orders were given setting the Militia,
Regulars, and Indians in motion and on August
12th Detroit was taken. The home of Colonel
Elliott where the two famous warriors met
stood until recent years. It had been built in
1874 and was the oldest structure in radius of
some two hundred miles.

General Isaac Brock. The First Nations allies
under Tecumseh added essential strength for
the British regulars and the Canadian militia to
capture Detroit three days later without a
single casualty."

Panel 5

(No Title) “The fifth mural represents the
battle of Lake Erie and shows a careening ship
under fire from a cannon. The battle on the
lake took place on September 10 1813, and
resulted in an American victory. The flagship
of the British fleet was the “Detroit”
commanded by Commodore Robert Heriot
Barclay. The United States fleet was headed
by the “Lawrence” and commanded by
Commodore Oliver Hazard Perry. The loss of
the British fleet compelled Colonel Proctor
commanding at Amherstburg to attempt a
retreat.”

(Battle of Lake Erie) "This mural represents
the battle of Lake Erie on September 10th,
1813 which resulted in an American victory.
The flagship of the British fleet's six vessels
was the H.M.S. Detroit commanded by
Commodore Robert Heriot Barclay. The
United States' nine-vessel fleet was headed by
the Lawrence and commanded by
Commodore Oliver Hazard Perry. The
strategic need to control the lake for military
supply lines was paramount to both sides."

Panel 6

(American Occupation) “The sixth mural, has
for its theme, the consequences resulting
from the American victory on the Lake. The
fort was burned by the Royal Engineers
just before the retreat commenced so

as to render it uselesstothe Americans.
The murals shows the structure of the fort
destroyed, the American flagship off shore,
and flags to show the period of the American
occupation.

The Fort at Amherstburg was the only

British Post in American hands at the date
of the signing of the peace treaty ending
the War of 1812. The treaty returned the
fort to the

(American  Occupation) "This  mural
represents the occupation of Amherstburg by
American military forces following the Battle
of Lake Erie in September 1813. Fort Malden
was the only British fort in American hands at
the date of the signing of the Treaty of Ghent
on December 24, 1814. Fort Malden was
returned to the British on July 1st, 1815."

14
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Botsford Description?

British, the Americans evacuating the fort on
July 1, 1815.”

Current Plaque

1967 Murals

In 1967, three more murals were added in commemoration of Canada’s Centennial year by the
same artist, John Oliver.
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From the left to the right;

The descriptions of the murals is taken from the current plagues mounted next to each panel.

Panel 7
(Canada's Centennial Year) "The year 1967 marked Canada's 100th year of nationhood from

coast to coast. Canada and Amherstburg's multicultural identity is expressed through the flags
in the mural and the design of the official Canadian Centennial Logo."

Panel 8
(North To Freedom) "The roots of the Black presence in Canada dates to the early 17th century.
Early Loyalist settlers in this area brought slaves with them. The Anti-Slave Law of 1793 forbade

further importation of slaves into Upper Canada. The Abolition of Slavery Act ended slavery in
Canada on August 1, 1834."

Panel 9
(New France) "In the late 1670s, French explorers and fur traders were the first Europeans to
enter the Lake region of Ontario. Missionary priests, attempted to bring 'civilization' to the

frontier. In 1742, a mission house was established on Bois Blanc Island, the first place of
Christian worship in Essex County."

15
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HISTORICAL AND ASSOCIATIVE VALUE
HISTORY OF THE SITE AND OWNERS

The land on which the subject property sits is legally described as PLAN 7 LOT 1 PT LOTS 2 AND
3, RP 12R24659 PARTS 1 AND 2.

Prior to the school

The grounds upon which General Amherst High School was built were not a blank slate awaiting
development. Long before the first classroom was conceived, the land at 130 Sandwich Street
was part of a dynamic and historically significant landscape, imperial treaties and the strategic
imperatives of a colonial outpost.

In 1796, the British military relocated to the Canadian side of the Detroit River, establishing a
new strategic garrison, initially named Fort Amherstburg and later known as Fort Malden, at the
mouth of the Detroit River. The site was chosen by the Royal Engineers for its strategic command
of the deep-water shipping channel.”

The specific property at 130 Sandwich Street, was part of this military-centric landscape. Its early
use reflects the industrial needs of the adjacent fort and Navy Yard. In the early 1800s, the British
Navy was anxious to secure a local supply of hemp for naval cordage, a critical military resource.®
In 1804, two rope walks—long, narrow buildings or lanes used for twisting hemp into rope—were
established on the Military Reserve. One of these ran parallel to Sandwich Street, in the
immediate vicinity of the future school site, indicating a direct military-industrial purpose for the
land.”

Initially, the Crown granted Lot 1, on the west side of Sandwich Street, to William Caldwell. Later
that same year, Caldwell transferred the lot to the Anderdon & Malden Agricultural Society.8?

Education in early Ontario was largely privatized where teachers were paid on a fee basis
according to the subjects they taught and in rural areas, it was not uncommon for instructors
to “board” in students to compensate for low wages. This selective and inconsistent system of
instruction persisted until the intervention of Reverend Egerton Ryerson in the mid-19th
century. Ryerson, after studying education systems across Europe and North America, reformed

5 Botsford, D. P., At the end of the trail: A collection of anecdotal histories relating to the district surrounding the
Canadian end of the Great Sauk Trail in Anderdon, (pg 14) Amherstburg and Malden, Essex County, Ontario.

6 Botsford, D. P., At the end of the trail: A collection of anecdotal histories relating to the district surrounding the
Canadian end of the Great Sauk Trail in Anderdon, (pg 67) Amherstburg and Malden, Essex County, Ontario.

7 Botsford, D. P., At the end of the trail: A collection of anecdotal histories relating to the district surrounding the
Canadian end of the Great Sauk Trail in Anderdon, (pg 67) Amherstburg and Malden, Essex County, Ontario.

8 Essex County Land Registry Instrument #4511, Marsh Collection Society reference files.

% Essex County Land Registry Instrument #4512, Marsh Collection Society reference files.
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education in Canada West (Ontario) by making it free and compulsory. The Common School Act
of 1850, was a pivotal piece of the education reforms championed by Egerton Ryerson, the Chief
Superintendent of Education for Upper Canada for all children.®

The first result of his system in Amherstburg was the appointment of a School Board which was
to be inaugurated on March 1, 1851 and organized on January 24, 1852 with the following met
to prepare for the event: Horatio Nelson, Alexander Bartlett, Dr. Dewson, John Turk, Isaac Askew
and James Dunbar. Peter Menzies was Secretary and John MclLeod was appointed chairman.!
Their work laid the foundation for future educational infrastructure, with early schools in
Amherstburg evolving into continuation schools by the early 20th century.

The Community’s call for a High School circa 1910-1922

In the early 20th century, local secondary education was a significant challenge for the families
of Amherstburg. A "continuation school" was established in 1910, which offered instruction for
grades nine and ten. Under the leadership of its first principal, B.P. Overholt, this fledgling
institution was itinerant, operating out of a series of borrowed spaces, a clear indication of the
pressing need for a dedicated, permanent facility.?

The lots of Sandwich Street adjoining the Town Park was used for many years by the Malden and
Anderdon Agricultural Society for the staging of their annual fair.* In 1920, the Agricultural
Society granted Lot 1 to the earlier High School Board of Amherstburg with plans to erect a High
School.*

Through the persistent efforts of local leaders like Mr. Overholt, the continuation school was
eventually upgraded to a full high school. This achievement culminated in the construction of a
purpose-built facility at 130 Sandwich Street. Construction began in 1921 and was completed in
1922, giving the community the landmark institution it had long sought.?> In 1922, the sudden
unexpected death of Percy Overholt occurred in May.

“Although his untimely death meant only the partial realization of his life’s ambition, tributes to
his worth and the high esteem in which he was held poured in from all sides. In recognition of
his high ideas and achievements, the high school board along with students and former
students

10 McGarry, M. G. (2013). To read, write, and cast accounts: Foucault, Governmentality, and Education in Upper
Canada/Canada West (Doctoral dissertation, University of Toronto)
https://tspace.library.utoronto.ca/bitstream/1807/35903/5/McGarry_Michael _G_201306_PhD_thesis.pdf

11 Botsford, D. P., At the end of the trail: A collection of anecdotal histories relating to the district surrounding the
Canadian end of the Great Sauk Trail in Anderdon, (pg 128) Amherstburg and Malden, Essex County, Ontario.

12 History | barkingdog, accessed July 2, 2025, https://amhersthigh.wordpress.com/history/

13 Botsford, D. P.,At the end of the trail: A collection of anecdotal histories relating to the district surrounding the
Canadian end of the Great Sauk Trail in Anderdon, Amherstburg and Malden, Essex County, Ontario.

14 Essex County Land Registry Instrument #8142, Marsh Collection Society

15 History | barkingdog, accessed July 2, 2025, https://amhersthigh.wordpress.com/history/
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arranged for a memorial tablet to be placed in the school for him. A memorial service was held
later, at which Dr. George Christiansen (Class of '13) gave a glowing testimonial to his former
teacher and mentor. As a token of his admiration and appreciation, Ivor J. Menzies presented an
oil painting B.P. Overholt which occupied a place of honor in the school ever since.”1®

The main facade facing south toward Bill Wigle Park, still stands as the historic core of the larger
complex. The construction of this substantial school was more than a practical solution; it was a
powerful symbol of Amherstburg's civic maturity and ambition, a declaration that the town was
investing in its future and was committed to providing for its own. Architect Harold McEvers
identified the design as “an ideal working example of a Vocation Academic high school”?’

Construction History

The physical structure of General Amherst High School grew in lockstep with the demographic
and pedagogical trends of the 20th century. The building itself serves as a physical record of the
community's changing needs and educational philosophies.

The initial phase began on October 19, 1921, with the local council raising $75,000 to fund the
project.’® The school was completed and officially opened in 1922, providing a much-needed
educational facility to Amherstburg residents who had previously traveled to Essex for secondary
schooling. The school was constructed in brick, following the architectural trends of the period,
and featured facilities like classrooms, and community spaces.*®

The high school consisted of a Manual Training Room, Forge Shop, Art Room, Domestic Science
Room, Gymnasium, Principal’s Room, Lady Teacher’s Room, and Boys’ and Girls’ Toilet. The upper
floor consisted of five classrooms, four large and one smaller. One of the large rooms was
allotted to commercial work and another to science laboratory work. The construction was
carried out from plans and specifications under the supervision of Harold McEvers, an architect
from Windsor.2°

Over the following decades, the property expanded through various transactions involving
adjacent lots, to accommodate for the growing population within the Town of Amherstburg. In
1924, Thomas A. Thortan sold the westerly 45 feet of the southeasterly quarter of Lot 2.2! In
1928, Joel Craig and his wife sold 60 feet of the southwesterly quarter of Lot 2.22 The addition for

16 Amherstburg Bicentennial Book Committee, Amherstburg 1796-1996: The New Town on the Garrison Grounds,
(Amherstburg, Ontario: Amherstburg Bicentennial Book Committee, 1997), [p. 65]

17 Reflections, March Historical Collection, Summer 2018, Volume 11 Issue 4

18 The Amherstburg Echo October 21, 1921, Marsh Collection Reference Files

19 The Amherstburg Echo July 21, 1922, Marsh Collection Reference Files

20 Dedication Program, Marsh Collection Reference Files, and The Amherstburg Echo July 21, 1922

21 Essex County Land Registry #9455, Marsh Collection Reference Files

22 Essex County Land Registry #10022, Marsh Collection Reference Files
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a gymnasium was added to the school 2, located to the north along with shop-work
improvements in 1938%* and the opening of the school cafeteria in 1947.%°

Further additions occurred in 1951, where an addition of four rooms is put on the west side of
the school, including a Home Economics room, a general shop, an agricultural lab, and a
classroom. Its official opening was January 25. 1952.26

In 1953 Garnet R. Braun and June Evelyn sold part of Lot 2 to the Amherstburg District High School
Board to prepare for another addition?” with six rooms plus a basement cafeteria is added to the
east side of the school including four classrooms, a large library-classroom, and a third science
room by Architect J. P Thompson Associates. The official opening was May 25, 1960.%8

In 1963, the board acquired Lot 3 through grants from Edgar Karrer?®, Majorie Radley Hamilton3°,

and Frank L. Arnett & Ethal M. Larkel.3! In the same year, Joseph Thrasher granted Part of Lot 2.
32

Once again to accommodate growth for the local town, a planned addition to include a double
gymnasium and vocational wing to the north at the cost of the demolishing the old gymnasium.33

34 35 The official opening was on December 3, 1964 at the cost of $1,800,000. 6

At that time, six murals were completed on the west exterior wall of the gymnasium by John
Oliver. The artisan in charge of the mural construction was Bruno Vendrasco, a Windsor plasterer,
who obtained the subcontract to construct the murals. The murals are valued for their artistic
merit and craftsmanship. Designed by John Oliver of Utah and plastered by Bruno Vendrasco of
Windsor, the application process used painting techniques called “granolux”3’

In 1965, Emile T. Laframboise granted the southeast quarter of Lot 2 to the school board. The
current legal description of the property now encompasses Plan 7 Lot 1, Part 2 & 3.3

23 The Amherstburg Echo February 15, 1929, and April 26, 1929, Marsh Collection Society

2 The Amherstburg Echo August 12, 1938, Marsh Collection Society reference files.

25 The Amherstburg Echo October 9, 1947, Marsh Collection Society reference files.

26 Official Opening Program, Marsh Collection Reference Files, The Amherstburg Echo January 31, 1952.
27 ECLR Instrument #14472, Marsh Collection Reference Files

28 Echo May 25, 1960, Official Opening Program, Marsh Collection Society reference files.

22 ECLR Instrument #291330, Abstract for Lot 3 W.S. Sandwich

30 ECLR Instrument #294072, Abstract for Lot 3 W.S. Sandwich

31 ECLR Instrument #294073, Abstract for Lot 3 W.S. Sandwich

32 ECLR Instrument #294360, Abstract for Lot 2 W.S. Sandwich

33 The Amherstburg Echo January 9, 1964, Marsh Collection Reference Files

34 The Amherstburg Echo January 16, 1964, Marsh Collection Reference Files

35 The Amherstburg Echo February 20, 1964, Marsh Collection Reference Files

36 The Amherstburg Echo August 27th, 1964 and Official Opening Program, MCS Reference Files
37 paul Hertel, The Amherstburg Echo March 19, 2008, Marsh Collection Society reference files.
38 ECLR Instrument #344877, Abstract for Lot 2 W.S. Sandwich, accessed via onland.ca
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The final addition was built including all parts which front on Sandwich Street and a third
gymnasium on Laird Avenue, along with other facilities in the center by J. P. Thompson Associates
along with three more murals by John Oliver on the west wall of the gymnasium. The official
opening was November 17, 1967. 3° Within the later years, much of the interior of the school has
been renovated and redesigned along with the development of a sports lobby/hall of fame in the
front of the school gymnasium in 2000 and restoration work on the nine murals in in 2012, 40 41

CHRONOLOGY OF THE SITE.

Year Description
1896 | Grant/ The Crown to William Caldwell/ Lot 1 west side Sandwich Street.*2
Deed/ William Caldwell to the Anderdon & Malden Agricultural Society/ Lot 1.%3

1920 | Grant/ The Amherstburg, Anderdon and Malden Agricultural Society to The High
School Board of the Town of Amherstburg/ Lot 1.44

1921 | Specifications and plans for the school were completed. Council to raise $75,000 for
the building.*

Tenders called for the construction of a high school.*®

Ground was broken for the new school on October 19th.%’

1922 | General Amherst High School is opened. The lower floor consisted of a Manual
Training Room, Forge Shop, Art Room, Domestic Science Room, Gymnasium,
Principal’s Room, Lady Teacher’s Room, and Boys’ and Girls’ toilets. The upper floor
consisted of five classrooms, four large and one smaller for advanced form one of the
large rooms was allotted to commercial work and another to science laboratory work.
-“marks an epoch in the development of this historic settlement”

-“strikes a note in educational forethought that will keep it at least until other
municipalities awake into a like sense of their responsibilities, a unique example of its
kind.”

39 The Amherstburg Echo November 17, 1967, Marsh Collection Society reference files.
40 The Amherstburg Echo November 17, 1967, Marsh Collection Society reference files.
41 The Amherstburg Echo January 12, 2012, Marsh Collection Society reference files.

42 ECLR Instrument #4511, Marsh Collection Society reference files.

43 ECLR Instrument #4512, Marsh Collection Society reference files.

4 ECLR Instrument #8141, Marsh Collection Society reference files.

4 The Amherstburg Echo June 3, 1921, Marsh Collection Society reference files.

46 The Amherstburg Echo July 8, 1921, Marsh Collection Society reference files.

47 The Amherstburg Echo October 21, 1921, Marsh Collection Society reference files.
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Year Description

-“the allotment and distribution of accommodation in the building make it an ideal
working example of a ‘vocational academic’ high school”

-“an attempt has been made to produce an exterior which, in general design,
possesses dignity and restraint consistent with the educational functions of the
building, and at the same time by being different from the usual run of such buildings.”
-designed and carried out from plans and specifications and under the supervision of
Harold McEvers, architect, Windsor.*®

1924 | Grant/ Thomas A. Thornton to The High School Board of Amherstburg/ The westerly
45ft of the southeasterly quarter of Lot 2, west side Sandwich St.*°

1928 | Deed/ Joel Craig & wife to The High School Board of Amherstburg/Easterly 60ft of the
southwesterly quarter of Lot 2.°°

1929 | A gymnasium is added to the school, located immediately north of the general
offices.>?

1938 | The basement of the school is fitted out with shop-work rooms.>?

1947 | The first school cafeteria is opened.>3

1952 | An addition of four rooms is put on the west side of the school, including a Home
Economics room, a general shop, an agricultural lab, and a classroom. Official opening
was January 25, 1952.>

1953 | Deed/ Garnet R. Braun and June Evelyn Braun to The Amherstburg District High
School Board/ Pt. of Lot 2 (central).>>

1960 | An addition of six rooms plus a basement cafeteria is added to the east side of
the school. Architect J.P. Thompson Associates. The rooms include four classrooms,
a large library-classroom, and a third science room. The school can now
accommodate 500. Official opening May 25, 1960.°°

48 Dedication Program, Marsh Collection Reference Files, and The Amherstburg Echo July 21, 1922

49 ECLR Instrument #9455, Marsh Collection Society reference files.

50 ECLR Instrument #10022, Marsh Collection Society reference files.

51 Amherstburg Echo February 15, 1929, and April 26, 1929, Marsh Collection Society reference files.

52 Amherstburg Echo August 12, 1938, Marsh Collection Society reference files.

53 Amherstburg Echo October 9, 1947, Marsh Collection Society reference files.

54 Official Opening Program, Marsh Collection Reference Files, and The Amherstburg Echo January 31, 1952.
55 ECLR Instrument #14472, Marsh Collection Society reference files.

56 Echo May 25, 1960, Official Opening Program, Marsh Collection Reference Files
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Year Description

1963 | Grant/ (Joseph) Thrasher to The Amherstburg District High School Board/ Pt. Lot 2.5’
Grant/ Edgar Karrer to The Amherstburg District High School Board/ Pt. Lot 3.%8
Grant/ Marjorie Radley Hamilton to The Amherstburg District High School Board/ Pt
of west % Lot 3.>°

Grant/ Frank L. Arnett & Ethel M. Larke to The Amherstburg District High School
Board/ Pt of west % of Lot 3.°

1964 | Collavino Brothers Lowest Tender for the construction of an addition.®!

Architect’s Drawing completed for the proposed addition, which includes a double
gymnasium and vocational wing to the north.%?

The old gymnasium is demolished.®3

Six murals are nearing completion on the West exterior wall of the gymnasium,
designed by John Oliver, showing six different historic views. First, a pioneer amidst
freshly chopped stumps; second, the passage of LaSalle’s ship Griffon in 1679; third,
the establishment of Fort Malden, with corn in the foreground indicating the growth
of agriculture; fourth, the meeting of Brock and Tecumseh in 1812; fifth, the Battle of
Lake Erie,; and sixth, the subsequent evacuation and burning of Fort Malden by the
British Army.%*

Official Opening of New Vocation Wing and Gymnatorium December 3, 1964. Cost
was $1,800,000.6°

High School Now Able to Offer Full Opportunities of Re-Organized Program- “- The
children of the Amherstburg district will be able to enjoy the same type of education
as offered in large city schools.”®®

1965 | Grant/ Emile T. Laframboise to The Amherstburg District High School Board/
southeast % Lot 2.%7

1967 | Another addition is built, including all parts which front on Sandwich Street and a third
gymnasium on Laird Avenue, along with other facilities in the center.

57 ECLR Instrument #294360, Abstract for Lot 2 W.S. Sandwich, Accessed via onland.ca
58 ECLR Instrument #291330, Abstract for Lot 3 W.S. Sandwich, Accessed via onland.ca
59 ECLR Instrument #294072, Abstract for Lot 3 W.S. Sandwich, Accessed via onland.ca
60 ECLR Instrument #294073, Abstract for Lot 3 W.S. Sandwich, accessed via onland.ca
61 Amherstburg Echo January 9, 1964, Marsh Collection Society reference files.

62 Amherstburg Echo January 16, 1964. Marsh Collection Society reference files.

63 Amherstburg Echo February 20, 1964, Marsh Collection Society reference files.

64 Amherstburg Echo August 27th, 1964, Marsh Collection Society reference files.

85 Official Opening Program, Marsh Collection Society reference files.

5 Amherstburg Echo December 10, 1964, Marsh Collection Society reference files.

57 ECLR Instrument #344877, Abstract for Lot 2 W.S. Sandwich, accessed via onland.ca
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Year Description

Architect J.P. Thompson Associates. Three more murals are added to the West wall of
the school in commemoration of Canada’s Centennial year; first, “One
Hundred Years”, showing with a river tugboat bearing 3 flags including British, Italian,
and maybe French/Dutch, as well as the centennial logo; secondly, “North to
Freedom 1793”, showing a map of North America, slavery chains and ball, and male
and female forms; third, a nameless mural with a log cabin, Indigenous forms,
coureur de bois, and a priest. These new murals were also designed by John
Oliver.%8

Official opening November 17, 1967.%°

1993 | Classrooms redesigned and renovated.”®

2000 | A sports lobby/Hall of Fame is opened in front of the school gymnasium.”*

2012 | Restoration work begins on the fading murals on the west wall of the school.”?

THEMATIC ASSOCIATION

For a century, General Amherst High School was far more than a building; it was the crucible of
community identity for generations of Amherstburg residents. Its culture was defined by its
leadership, traditions, and the achievements of its students.

The school's history was guided by a succession of dedicated principals, whose tenures often
marked distinct eras in its development. The long service of figures like Walter K. Sidey, who led
the school for 34 years through the Great Depression, World War I, and the start of the post-
war boom, provided a foundation of stability and growth.”3

Principal” Tenure

Mr. Norman Davies 1922 -1926
Mr. Walter K. Sidey 1926 - 1960
Mr. A. A. Martin 1960 - 1962
Mr. Reg Cozens 1962 - 1969
Mr. Jack Wilson 1969 — 1987
Mr. Cliff Pattison 1987 — 1989
Mr. Rod Paulin 1989 - 1991

58 Amherstburg Echo November 17, 1967, Marsh Collection Society reference files.

89 Official Opening Program, Marsh Collection Society reference files.

70 The Windsor Star April 7, 1993

7t Amherstburg Echo November 28, 2000, Marsh Collection Society reference files.

72 Amherstburg Echo January 12, 2012, Marsh Collection Society reference files.

73 History | barkingdog, accessed July 2, 2025, https://amhersthigh.wordpress.com/history/
74 History | barkingdog, accessed July 2, 2025, https://amhersthigh.wordpress.com/history/
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Principal’® Tenure
Mr. Reg Simpson 1991 -1996
Mr. John Corbett 1996 — 1998
Mr. Tom Halliwill 1998 — 2002
Mr. Patrick Catton 2002 - 2009
Mrs. Mary Edwards 2009 - 2012
Ms. Hazel Keefner 2012 - 2017
Ms. Melissa DeBruyne 2017 - 2022
CONTEXTUAL VALUE

The property has contextual value as the Town’s High School located within its core area of
development. It has been a key centre of learning for over a century. Sports, extra-curricular
activities, and a wide variety of community events such as concerts and ceremonies have been
associated with the school as a community center piece. The property, its location, and its direct
associations as an institution is significant to the community.

STREETSCAPE AND SURROUNDINGS

The property contributes to the character of the Sandwich Street and the adjacent public park. It
is visually linked to park as the original south entrance faces into the park in a formal alignment.
The original south entrance is centered on the 1922 building, which is located to align with the
center of the park. This formal relationship creates an implied or intuitive connection to the park.
The length of the property along Sandwich Street defines the character and scale along that
stretch as the property opens up to the greenspace of the park.

LANDMARK STATUS

The property has been a landmark since 1922, since which time it has been one of the most
substantial buildings in the Town. In addition to the building’s scale, its distinctive original design
also attracts attention to the buildings. The building’s central location, as well as its location on
Sandwich Street — a gateway thoroughfare of the town contributes to its status as a landmark.

The school property is surrounded by low profile commercial and residential land uses.”> The
school building’s central location visually stands out on its own from its height and generous
setback. The Town Park on the south side has remained largely undeveloped and remained as
open space to accommodate the students at the School and as a recreational space for the
community within the Town of Amherstburg. The school and property are visually distinct from
its surrounding neighbourhood as an institution within the core developed area in the Town of
Amherstburg.

7> Fire Insurance Plan of Amherstburg, 1917, Library and Archives Canada.
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3. TOWN OF AMHERSTBURG OFFICIAL PLAN

The Official Plan outlines the Criteria for Individual Buildings in section 6.4.5. That section states:

“Council and the Heritage Committee shall consider the following criteria when evaluating
individual buildings for designation under The Ontario Heritage Act. The buildings so designated
should interpret the Town's heritage through architectural merit and/or historical association.”

O.P. Policy 6.4.5

Has the building been associated with the life of a historic
personage or has it played a role in an important historic
event?

Yes (Associated with B.P.
Overholt who helped
establish the school. W.K.
Sidey (long standing
principal) played a key
role in local WWII efforts
and Cadet training).

Does the building embody the distinguishing characteristics of
an architectural type recognized for its style or period of
construction, or is it a notable example of workmanship by an
early master builder, designer, or significant architect? It is not
imperative that antiquity alone be the basis for selection,
however, it should be an important consideration if other
more significant examples have disappeared

Yes (Designed by architects
Harold McEvers and J.C.
Pennington). Notable
example of institutional
architecture from the
interwar period.

Does the building or building type have special significance in
that it forms an integral component of a particular
neighbourhood character within the community?

Yes (Integral to the
Sandwich Street South
streetscape and the history
of the surrounding Tri-
Community).

The potential for illustrating the heritage value should be such
that it will be possible for visitors to gain from the building an
appreciation for the architecture or history with which it is
associated.

Yes (The building's formal
setting, architectural
typology, and location in
the Town tells the story of
the town's growth and
commitment to education.

In considering the designation of a building, the extent of the
original materials and workmanship remaining should be
important to that designation.

Yes (the original

building facade facing
south is mostly intact
with the exception of
the original entrance.

Intangible elements such as feeling, association, and aesthetics
shall be considered as important as the physical appearance of
the building or structure.

Yes (the community has a
strong cultural tie to the
murals and the siting and
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O.P. Policy 6.4.5

connection to the adjacent
park.

Architectural character should be considered on the basis of
style, plan and sequence of spaces, uses of materials and
surface treatment and other detail including windows, doors,
lights, signs, and other fixtures of such buildings and the
relation of such factors to similar features of the buildings in
the immediate surroundings

Yes (the architectural
character contributes to the
designation of the

property.)
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4. EVALUATION UNDER ONTARIO REGULATION 9/06

The following table evaluates the property against the criteria set out in Ontario Regulation
9/06 of the Ontario Heritage Act. To be designated, a property must meet two or more of the
following criteria.

Criteria Evaluation and Rationale Met

1. The property has design value or physical value because it:

i. is a rare, unique, The former General Amherst High School has design
representative or early value as a well-preserved example of period
example of a style, type, institutional architecture. The 1922 design does not
expression, material or fit exclusively within any distinctive architectural
construction method; style but exhibits elements of “Interwar Stripped

Classicism” and simplified “Collegiate Gothic
Revival” style. The 1922, and 1951 addition, have
a principal facade facing south and are
primarily constructed with red brick cladding.
The facades have classical proportions with a Yes
symmetrical design, large windows, stone
details, stepped pilasters and intricate brick and
coursing patterns.

On the west elevation of the gymnasiums there
are nine murals. The murals are a rare
construction method made using an application
process called “granolux.” The murals have a
unique  styling, utilizing bold colours and
ii. displays a high degree of Jinepl 322 gadiegmedikcn a higledelyrtergd statenry
craftsmanship or artistic craftsmanship.  Including the brick and stone
merit; detailing.

The nine murals dating from 1964 and 1967 are
valued for their artistic merit and craftsmanship.

The murals by artist John Oliver of Utah depict Yes
aspects of Amherstburg’s history, are large in scale
and illustrate a high degree of artistic merit in
their design and execution with the “Granulox”
system. The work was executed by
plasterer, Bruno Vendrasco of Windsor.

iii. demonstrates a high NA

degree of technical or No

scientific achievement
2. The property has historical value or associative value because it:
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Criteria Evaluation and Rationale Met
i. has direct associations with | The property has historical value as the first
a theme, event, belief, dedicated high school building constructed in
person, activity, organization | Amherstburg, replacing earlier "continuation
or institution that is classes." The school is a physical representation of
significant to a community; the evolution and maturing of the Town of

Amherstburg. It reflects the development of
Amherstburg during the early part of the 1900’s as
the town grew and the needs of the community Yes
become more sophisticated as the town
modernized. The school has been a Town focal point
as a main centre of educational activity since 1922.
As the Town’s High School, it has been a key centre
of learning, sports and extra-curricular activities and
a wide variety of community events such as
concerts and ceremonies.
ii. yields, or has the potential | NA
to yield, information that
contributes to an No
understanding of a
community or culture;
iii. demonstrates or reflects It reflects the work of prominent local architects
the work or ideas of an Harold McEvers (1922 Design) of Windsor and J.C.
architect, artist, builder, Pennington of Windsor (1951 addition). Yes
designer or theorist who is
significant to a community
3. The property has contextual value because it:
i. is important in defining,
maintaining or supporting No
the character of an area;
ii. is physically, functionally, The former General Amherst High School possesses
visually or historically linked | contextual value as it is physically, functionally,
to its surroundings; visually and historically linked to its surroundings.
The south facade is linked to the public park and
community space to the south. The connection to
the park and its surroundings was interracial in the
original design of the school as the southern Yes

entrance to the school was centrally aligned with
the park. This visually linked the south facade to the
community space. Functionally, the park was used
as a sports field by the institution. The relationship
between the school and the park has been there
since the construction of the school.
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Criteria Evaluation and Rationale Met

iii. is a landmark. As the primary high school for the region for a Yes
century, it is a visually and socially prominent
landmark in the community. The property has been
a landmark since 1922, since which time it has been
one of the most substantial buildings in the Town.
The building’s central location has been recognized
by residents and visitors as a long standing historical
institutional landmark with the Town of
Ambherstburg.

CONCLUSION:

The property does meet the criteria for designation under Part IV of the Ontario Heritage Act.
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The recent eompletion of the QGen-
agral Amherst High School in Amherst-
burg marke am epoch in the develop-
menl of this historie settlement, while
in the annala of education a new and
‘brighter lease of life I8 taken and &
neaw era consistent with the import-
anee of this town and its future prom-
isa, is enlersd upon,

The mnew General Amherst High
school strikes a note in educational
forsthought that will keep it, at least
until other municipalltiezs awake Into
a like sensé of their responsibilities,
a unigue example {f Its kind., In this
bullding are cembodled reqilrements
that have hean arrived at after a close
and gystematic study pf the needs of
the young peoplé of the munlcipalily
of ull conditlons and predilections.
Greal credit §s dos to the Board amd
those who have helpel, for the radical
lines of thought and hroad vision that
marked the undertaking, but particu-
larly to those late colleagunes of the
Board whose unwearied energy and
keen interest aronsed the gratitude of
all they cama in contanct with—Dr. Ab-
bott and Mr, Overholt, It ls Impos-
gible without alluding to them, to
either think or make mentlom of this
school, 8 monument 1o their aforts.

The allottment amd disiribution of
accommodation in the building make
it an jdeal working example of a “vo-
cational academic™ Hikp school.
Roughly apeaking (he lowar floor (8
devoted (o0 vocatlonal purposges and
the upper to academie. The former
consists of Manual Training Room,
Forge Shop, Art HRoom, Domestic
Sclence Room, Gymamasium, Prinei-
pal’s Room, Lady Teachers' Hoom and
Bovs" and Girls® Toilets. The Forge
Bhop is placed at the northwasi cor-
ner of the school with entrance
off the boys' vestfbule—this enables
students golled from mechanical shop
shop work 1o avoid passing through
the gehool when leaving, The floor

ESCRI

~TION

of this room Is lower than that of the
ground floor, belng at grade level to
facilitate emtry of heavy moving ma-
chines for demonstration and insiroe-
dion. The uppéer foor consists of Ove
class-rooms, four large and one small-
er for an advanced form, One of the
large class rooms is allotted (o com-
mercial work and has a typewriter
room at one and separated by glazed
partitlon so that {t Iz under direct
suparvision from the Commercial
Class Moom. Anclher of these class-
rooms is for Secience Laboratory work
and hns a semall apparatus room direct-
1¥ off it. The basemeni accommodates
bofler plant, wventilating wunit, coal
room amd slorage space. .

The mechanicnl equipment of the
building 48 of the hifhest class, Heat
Is supplied by two “Roval" sectional
down-draft steam bollers. They are
apecially eMcient, smoke consumihg
type of boiler, and are of such siza
that |n mormal cold weailher one boll-
eér need only be operated while in an
extreme spall both dollers will be
thrown Im. Tha heating system Is
fitted with an alr line connected to
all radiatorg and ensuring a positive
circulation of steam at all times., The
fan unit draws its air supply down
from the roof through the centre of
the bullding. "T'he locatlon of this
fresh alr shaft, protected by Bcreen
and lowers al the top, Insures the
cleancst supply of air. The fan, deiv-
eén by & small electric motor, draws
the frezh alr down the ghaft and over
lhe stacks of radiators where It is
warmed to the correet temperatura
and then whirled through ducts o the
varipus rooms ai the raie of 12500
cubic fest a minute, All rooms dis-
charge their foul atr directly up to
ventilators in the roof. All this ven-
tilating machinery Is situated adjacent
to the holler room where it cam be
manipulated by the man In cherga of
the heating plant. Tha ioilets are not
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vonected to the main system but each
hat a small dise fun set high up In the
wall and drawing the alr out and up
to the roof. This is in contrast with
the rooms where the alr Iz blown in
by mechanical means—in the toilels
the air is sucked gui; this prevents
possibility of odors from Lhe (ollets
permeating into the corridors. This
ventilating svstem Insures an undail-
ing supply of fresh alr, correctly tem-
pered Lo all rooms of the school ak a
time when it is too cold to open the
windows, with the result that tha pu-
pllzs  are worklng under conditions
conduelve to both good health and
mental profresg. The planshing fix-
tures of the school are of the best
clazz.  All basins, bowls and urinals
are of (mported English solid porce-
laln. The Loilelts are equipped with
showers in additlon.

Lareful atiention was given to the
matter of lighting and the distribu-
tion and capacilty of the fixtures pro-
dnca idenl working conditiong for both
dull weather and svening classes, A
gignal system in installed (hrounghomt
the school with gongs in corridors
and will be uzed jn bolh class sig-
nils and fire alarm. Buattons oparat-
ing these are located in all rooms, cor
ridors and boiler room.

Ap alttempt has been made Lo pro
duce an axterior which, in general da-
glgn, possesses dignity and restraint
consistent with the educationz] func-
tions of the bullding. and at the game
time by being different from the nsual
run wf s=uch buildings, Interests by a
senae - of Individuality, A macnificent
site enbances the appearance of the
building, which, occupylng the north
end of the park, froonts the park and
hag that magnificent sweep of ground

to seb 1t off, Broad and smple cor
rldors rum (the full lengih of the
sthiool and at efther end are con-
nectod by metal stairs of pressed stosl
construction, and large windows at
the landings amply light both upper
and lower corridors, ‘The corridors
bave on both aldes a recessed portion
in which the students” stee] lockers
will bg placed, Fire hydrant piping
runs (o both corridors,

Some of Lhe fgures of malerial
fquantities might he of Interest, In the
excavation 1040 cuble vards were re-
moved. In the foundations, 400 yvords
of concrete were poured; 61,600 face
and 1508 008 common brick wors used
in the structure; 13,004 F.B.M. of
maple flooring wers luld. The cubicnl
contenlts of the ‘“wuilding is 296,300
cubic foot and cost per cuble foot of
all trades s 26.2 cents per cubic fool.
Tha eost of Duilding alose, exclusive
of plambing, heating, veatilation and
eleciric, s 178 cenigz per cuble fool
The cost of the building, mcluding
mechanical trades ks §67,674.50,

The first sod was turned on tha 17ih
of October, 1821, and the virtual eom
pletion of the building was the 15ih of
April, Great credit I8 dee (0 Hroesi
Clarke, Limlied, of Windeor, Ont., for
the expeditious muanner in which the
contract was carried out and the thor
ough and consclentions spiriy in whiel
the plans and specifications ware in
terpréeted. ‘The work already done hy
this new firm in Essex counly has es
tablished a roputation for uprightness
anl painstaking work,

The building was designed atid car-
ried put from plans and specifications
and under tha supervision of Harold
McEvers, AMRTBA., architecl, Vie
torly Block, Windsor, Oal.

" High School Board, 1922.

F. M. FALLS, Chairman
COLIN WIGLE
MACOME MULLEN

J. H. SUTTON
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The receni completion of the Con-
eral Amhersl High Bchool (o Amberat-
tierg warkl an epoch in the devalop-

ment aof Lthia hlstor|ie getilemaent, while
It 1he annals of tducation a new and

&

Tew ara cobslalent with tha Lmport
ante of this kawn and its fatare prom-
Ise, |x entrred upon

Tie new  Geaere] Amberst High
school  steikes o nete s edigcational
forethoughy thae Wil keep It at Jeast
until othep municipalitles nwake into
o ke aedse of their responalbilities,
& ynlgue exemple if 1te kind, Ia this
bulldlng are embodled regquirements
that have hean arcived at after o closa
and aystematio siudy of the needs of
tha young people of the mendelpzlity
of all conditions apd predilections,
Great eredlt 15 doe to the Board aad
those who have helped, for the redical
lines of thought nod Broad wisiog that
marked the pnderiaking, ay particu-
lmrly to Lluae Jute collusgues of the
Board whose uaweariad emergy aod
Eeen intereig aronsed the gratitude of
alt they cama in contact with—Dr. ab.
bott and Mr. Overhalt. [t 18 impos|
sible withoet glluding to  them, to
gither think or make meation of this
school, & monumenl te their offorts.

The allottment and dlairibaticn of

it a8 ideml working exwmple of & “vo
catiopul academie™ Hi=zy,  schoal,
Roughly spesking the fpwer floor 13
devoted (o voeniiogal purposes and
the upper ta academic. The fnrmer

| beller pant,

rapacially eficlen. smoke consumihe
peeommodaton o the bullding maketype of Baller. and are of such alze

condists of Maouwal Trainiog Room,

Fargo Shap, Art
Belenva Room, CGrmbasivm, FPrioci-

pal’s Room, Lady Teachers' Hotm and |

Boys' mod Glrls' Tolleta. The Foree
Shop i3 placed ar the porthwast cor
ner of the school with enirance
off tha beye veslilule—tbhin eoables
studeots sollad from mechaslesl abop
afap wotk [0 avold passing through
the achoal when leaving. The foor
of this reom Il iower than thol of the
ground Eoor, belng ol grade fevel o
facilitate emtry of heavy moving ma-
chings for demopziraiion and @atrec
tion. The upper Asor tonslets of fve
classrooms, [our largs ond one small
or [o¥ ar ndvanced form, Jme of the
Inrge clags rogms |8 mllotted to com-
miecedal work aod has & Lypewriter
room Bt one god separntéd By glazed
partitlon 30 thet ¢ o under direci
superviskton  from  the Commercld
Clags Honm. Another of those class-
roomia |5 for Scianes Laboratery work
EE{ BRI & small apparaius rson Qv
iy off it. The Masemen: &HCDINRGd tes
vaptilacing wmit, ooal
room and stoTAEs space. |

Tha rechanleal equipment of the
bdlding I8 nf the highest class. Hest
ls supdlied by rwo “Royal™ sectlonal
down-dreft stewm boilers. They are

thet o wormal oold wenither one bail-
er nesd oaly be eperated while In an
estrema spedl boty  boilers will b
thrawn En. The bentlng s¥dtem is
fittad wiln am nir line sonoocted to
all radietors aod ensuciog a positive

“GENERAL

AMHERST"

AMHERSTBURG'S HEW HIGH SCHOOL.

i o e S
eircubation of steam at all times., The
fan unlt drawe g ale  supply down
from the reot through the centre of
the bullding. The lacavlon of Lhis
fresh wir abafl, protecied %y scrsoao
and. lowers at the top, Insures the
cleapest supply of alr. The fag, driv
er by & small @lectric motor, draws
the fresh al downy the shaf: u.ndl over
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tlons of the building, sod ot the same
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site enbences the appogrance of the
buliding, which, cceupyipg the nerth
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circalation of ateam st all timos., The
fan unlt draws (g ale supply down
trom the roof through the centre of
the building, ‘The location of this
fresh air shafe, prolecled by scresn
and: lowers at the top. Insures the
cleapest supply of alr. The fan, driv-
&2 by a small eleciric molor, drawa
the {résh alr Jowyg the sball and over
the stacks of radiators where It s
warmed to the eorréct temperatara
nad thea whirled through ducts to the
varlons rooms at the raie of 12508
cabic feet a minute, A rooma dis-
charge Lheir foul alr directly up ln
ventllators in the resf All I|.:-ll-
ilating machigery i3 aituated :djuunl
to the boller room where il can be
menfpuinied by the man ln charge of
the heating plant. The tollets are nat
cenecied tp the maln gystem but each
hks & smali-disc fan s6¢ high upiin the
wall and drawing the sir out asd u
to the roct This {5 lo cootrakt wit
the rooms where ibg air is blown in
by mechanlcal means—In the toilois
the ajr is socked out; this proventis
possibllity of odors from the tollats
to_the torriders,  This

in
ing supply of fresh air, correctly tem-
pered to all reoms of the school al &
tlme when it Is too eold to cpen the
windows, with (he result that the pu-
plls are working uader condlilons
conducive to hulh good  health apd
méntp] proivess. The plumbing fix-
tures of tha, school are of the best
class, bawls and urizals
ars pf Imported” Emglish solld porce-
jaip.. The tollsts are equipped with
showers o addition,

Carafal_ atipntion was giveds to the
malisr of lightlng and the dlstribu-
Uon and capncity of'the flxtutes pro-
docg Jdeal working conditions for bolh
dull 'wasther and svening classfs, A |tarpre
sigma) I:rﬁtr.m in fastalled (hroughoot
the. pehool 'wi gongs -in corrldors
and-'will be wisd |o- both clans- slg-
paly and fire alarm. - Bultons oparat-

(fheze are Iocated in all rooms, cor-
ridors and boller reom.

An altempt has Been’ made to pro-
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copsisieny with the educaclonal funce
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site ephances the appearance of the
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ridors rum the full lemgth “of the
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construction, and large .windows at
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and lower corriders. ‘The corridors
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will by placed. . Fire hydrant piplng
rums to both corridors,
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and 150,000 commen brick wWere nsed

in the structura; 13,000 PBM. of
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General Amherst High School, 1922
Marsh Collection Society P1588
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Extract from Fire Insurance Plan of Amherstburg dated 1926
Marsh Collection Society
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Dated December £2md.A. D 1924 :

THOMAS A. THORETCE
et al

THE HIGH SCHOOL BOARD,
Ambheratburg, Ont.

. Deed of anh—

WILLIAM C. INCH,
Barrister, Etec.,
Amherstburg Ont. |
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A T A S
! : ro0o R i
| Dated February 15th ~, 19 28

JOEL CTAIG
D
WI1FE

T

THE HIGH SCHOOL BOARD
OF MMHIRSTBURG |

Deed of ‘Ianb

——

A. W. MeNALLY
Bsrrister &e.

- ——
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SODYENIR PROBAAMIME

AMHERSTBURG DISTRICT HIGH SCHOOL
Amherstburg

| OFFICIAL OPENING

JANUARY THE TWENTY-FIFTH
1952

Ambherstburg District High School 1951

Architect — J. C. Pennington, Windsor
General Contractor — W. H. Brockenshire & Co. Windsor
N Plumbing and Heating — Carter Plumbing & Heating Amberstburg

Electrical — Marontate & Paisley, Amherstburg

FIGURE 18 -

OFFICIAL OPENING PROGRAM, 1952

41




CULTURAL HERITAGE EVALUATION REPORT — 130 SANDWICH STREET SOUTH (FORMER GENERAL AMHERST HIGH
ScHooL) 130 SANDWICH STREET SOUTH

Dated December Z5th 1953

Lo M{'#ﬂz

GARNET R. BEAUN and JUNE EVELYN
ERAUN

TO

THE AMEERSTBUEG DISTRICT HIGH
SCHOOL BOARD

%, O
fleen of Laud

SITUATE

Town of Amberstburg, County
of Eesex, part of Lot Neo. 2,
Plﬂ.ﬂ. Hﬂl T-

Newsome & Gilbert, Limited, Toronto

s
1=

|1
!
.

\

DONALDSON & THRASHER,
Barrieters & Solicitors,

904 Canada Building,
WINDSOR, Ontaric.

7L

—_— - — —
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Oﬂlﬂiﬂiﬂl Opening

NEW ADDITION

#mlmr&dmrg Q)l's{riﬂf gﬂ:’g!& Cs‘c!wn!

WEDNESDAY, MAY 25, 1960

EIGHT PM

FIGURE 19 - OFFICIAL OPENING PROGRAM, 1960
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AMHERSTBURG BICENTENNIAL COMMITTEE

BICENTENNIAL PROJECT PROPOSAL FOR

GENERAL AMHERST HIGH SCHOOL MURAL RESTORATION

REPORT # 1 MARCH 19, 2008

SUBMITTED BY PAUL HERTEL
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The First Addition Set of Six (1965)

David Botsford is credited with an article printed in the Amherstburg Echo August 27 1965.

David P. Botsford, Historian: Explains Murals
On West Wall General Amherst High Gymnasium

The new additions to the General Amherst High School are nearing completion and a feature that is
generating considerable interest is the series of six murals now in process of being permanently
implanted in the west wall of the new gymnasium.

The artist is John Oliver and he and his assistanis have been engaged for several weeks working from
scaffolding placing the murals. Originally it was intended that athletic motifs would be shown, but in
deference to the Amhersthurg area’s rich heritage in history the theme of the motifs was changed.

In viewing the murals one should bear in mind the limitations of perspective and regard the bottom
of the mural as the foreground and the top as the background.
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The Second Addition Set of Three (1967)

No description was found in a 1966-1967 microfilm research of the Amherstburg Echo.

One Hundred Years North to Freedom 1793 No Title
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DAVID BOTSFORD’S HISTORICAL DESCRIPTION OF THE 1965 MURALS

PANEL 1

THE LEFT MURAL depicts a pioneer amidst freshly-chopped stumps with the forest in
the background. The first clearing in the area was at the site of the Bois Blanc Mission
below Amherstburg on the Detroit River front about 1742 in the French regime.

No Title
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DAVID BOTSFORD'S HISTORICAL DESCRIPTION OQF THE 1965 MLIRALS

PANEL 2

The second mural represents the passage of LaSalle’s ship the Griffon in 1679. An Indian
on horseback is viewing from the shore the ship under sail. A bit of artistic license is here
emploved for local historians assert that the Detroit River Indians at that time were not
vet acquainted with the horse and that actually the first horse in the Detroit River area
was one labouriously transported from Quebec for the use of Cadillac some time after
1701 and named “Colon” (for Columbus) to signify he was the first of his kind in this
region.

Griffin 1679
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DAVID BOTSFORD'S HISTORICAL DESCRIPTION OF THE 1965 MURALS

PANEL 3

The third mural shows a later period with Fort Malden erected and occupied by the
British who had recently evacuated Detroit when that place was given over to the new
United States. The flag shown is that of Great Britain before the union with Ireland. In

the foreground corn is shown to indicate the growth of agriculture.

U.E. Loyalists
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DAVID BOTSFORD’S HISTORICAL DESCRIPTION OF THE 1965 MURALS

PANEL 4

THE FOURTH MURAL has as its subject the historic meeting at the home of Colonel
Mathew Elliott, of Major-General Isaac Brock and Tecumseh.

This meeting took place at ten o’clock in the night. Brock had just arrived from the
Niagara frontier with reinforcements and immediately consulted Tecumseh's counsel for
an immediate attack on Detroit evoking from Tecumseh the ejaculation, “Here is a
man!” Orders were given setting the militia, Regulars and Indians in motion and on
August 12" Detroit was taken. The home of Colonel Elliott where the two famous
warriors met stood until recent years when it finally collapsed through weight of years. It
had been built in 1874 and was the oldest structure in a radius of some two hundred
miles.

Brock and Tecumseh 1812
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DAVID BOTSFORD’S HISTORICAL DESCRIPTION OF THE 1965 MURALS

PANEL 5

THE FIFTH MURAL represents the battle of Lake Erie and shows a careening ship
under fire from a cannon. The battle on the lake took place on September 10", 1813 and
resulted in an American victory. The flagship of the British fleet was the " Detroit”
commanded by Commodore Robert Heriot Barclay. The United States fleet was headed
by the “Lawrence” and commanded by Commodore Oliver Hazard Perry. The loss of the
British fleet compelled Colonel Proctor commanding at Amherstburg to attempt a retreat.

No Title
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DAVID BOTSFORD'S HISTORICAL DESCRIPTION OF THE 1965 MURALS

PANEL 6

The sixth mural has for its theme the consequences resulting from the American victory
on the Lake. The fort was burned by the Royal Engineers just before the retreat
commenced so as to render it useless to the Americans. The murals shows the structure
of the fort destroved, the American flagship off shore and flags to show the period of the
American occupation.

The Fort at Amherstburg was the only British Post in American hands at the date of the
signing of the Peace ending the War of 1812 and in the treaty it was returned to the
British, the Americans evacuating from it on July I”, 1815, It was destined to be used for
a further period of forty-four years before it was disestablished.

American Occupation
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THE ARTISAN AND THE ARTIST BEHIND THE MURALS

The artisan in charge of the mural construction was Bruno Vendrasco, a Windsor plasterer, who
obtained the subcontract to construct the murals from architectural firm JP Thomson & Associates.

Vendrasco did some 50 murals throughout Windsor and Essex County, but has never been recognized
for his work.

The 1960s material used for the murals’ texture was called “granolux™, and was difficult to use and
apply. Bruno Vendrasco has indicated a willingness to examine the murals and share further insights on
the technical side of the contruction, and restoration suggestions.

The design work leading to full scale stencils was done by John Oliver, a recently retired commercial art
teacher living in Huntsville Utah.

Further information from John Oliver's files is expected shortly to help describe better the design
rationale, content, and context for the selection of subject matter.

Submitted By Paul Hertel
March 19, 2008

F_IGURE 20 - THE AMHERSTBURG ECHO JNUARY 16, 1964
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Official Open
OF THE
Weww (‘mocalional C)&ing and @qmnalorium
| Built by The Government of Canada
The Province of Ontario
The Ambherstburg High School District
for
TECHNICAL AND COMMERCIAL EDUCATION
‘ﬂmlwrsllmrq Dristrich Sosorics ry School
-
W
FRIDAY, DECEMBER 4th, 1964
815 P. M.
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o] G T T s AT T i e =3 “Many  hours o planfmns — 51
fficial States At OPENIHQ of ng fow hearlaches — and headaches

— along with the modern build-

igh School Now Able To Offer Full | R S Sl it ol

lovely  pew addition which we

pportunities™of Re-Orgunized Program 5, » ekl men s

4 e I am sure, after you have al
“Four school is pow able to offer the full epportunities of the chance o ook around, vou will

organized program for sécondary schrnls in Ontario™. W, . L.'un:.:, agree secondury cducation in this
ssistant Superintendent of Sccondary  Fducalion, Weslern Ontario aren NEs ehmie. 2 Inhe Wav since
iwision. remarked during his talk at the oificial opeming of the new.  yiyenntion in 1904, From a few
illion dollar addition to the General Amherst High Sehool on Frida¥ | popted rooms in the publie library
rening.  He added the children of the Amhersthore distiiet will o 5t that time, it steadily Progress-
able to cnjoy the same Lype ln' education as offrved in larae €ty . '
i0ols, | Continued from paae 4-B)

Mr. Laing represeniod the Jinis |

[Iw ol Fducation and a1 the end

of his address declared the scheol
nfficlally aprncd. He was introgne-
el by Willism Wernl, distriet ine-
speetar, who observerl, “Noo oman!
P Woesboen Gintaen s thane mnge
far sopamitary eduendion. Py N
‘ I,,n"h..

\ b S TR (LTS B S TN EEY T L] S ()
R papnile anel sy gt this Staee

il 4= :
is likeia e not tou Jdistan?
future baeeed will hiave 16
consides o Inrther aelilition™, he
said

fimit ped i

x ¥

MR. LAING teld the scbool has
the mi=t pasders enuiptaent e
v desizued in develop Tully the
potentinl zrealness of ali pupils
He eantinued tha! aver one hal!
yof the pupils in seeondary sehonls
e L T «-w'nlmnn} Forbe ——vear .
cnurse~ ha! are
for wainful  emp!
they wratduaie from Grade

“A sehoal is o only as good as
IS teachers and Amhersthurg has
heen  fortunale in this respeel’.
he abserverd  and adided, “Your
able principal ahed his staff hack-
et with the support of the board
land eommunity  have {he appor
tunity of building an even zrveater’
Lexepllenee in eduentinn®”  «

\[r Laind told thal i the last
cvears the number of punils in
seenndary schonls has in
Ahree Hmes  while 1he
"j'uufil of Geneva! Amhoerst has
done from 166 pupile and seven
teachers in 1957  tn TAD pupils,
and 3R teachers in 1064 i

* *

“Seeondary cducation hus gone |
a long way since 13 ineeption |
an FMMT, R W. Bailey, eliairman |
af the J\mhc:rslhnrﬁ: District High |
School  Board, remarked in his|
address at the official opening of
the .new million dollar vocationai
wing and gymnatorinm on Friday
t:\flmmj'.',

Mr. Bailey's remarks Tollow:

QQCQ[ téi}l/@ / é “This is indeed an  importan! |
‘ / oecasion  Tor all of us and on

hehall of the High Schoal Board. !
I weleome you here lonight. I

I feel that svervone is primarily |
tnferested in seemmg the new ad-|
dition, so T shall make my re-|
marks as brief as possible. |

55



CULTURAL HERITAGE EVALUATION REPORT — 130 SANDWICH STREET SOUTH (FORMER GENERAL AMHERST HIGH

ScHooL)

i
. At g
-

= AContinued from |

[ensem

rom page 1:A)." -

| ed” antil."a high - séhool *was - huilt |
| in 1922 on this site. Thropgh the
ye this original; nine  room-
school has been increased ta the
present - 30 rooms, plus  this
gymnatorium, OF course, the ex-
pansion ties in with increased en-
rolment, which has grown from
A4 in 1922 to 760 young men and
women in our-school ioday.

It was this group of younu
people with whom, we as a hoard,
were' vitally eoncerned and were
anxious to provide them wilh the
best dducalional  lacilities poe-
gihle. .

I think we have done jus
that, along with the aid of our
architects, the coniractors. the
advisory voeational commillee and |
also Mr. Cozens and his  staff |
But we can not slop here, Al
this point, we must challenge thn
students . 1o add the finizhing
touches 1o these cold lifeless walls,
They must use these faeilities and
henefit from them in order for
this investment in their future to
pay dividends.

H is therefore. our sincere hope
that the walle of this heau:fal
rymnatorium will ring with shouis
of happiness and bear wilne-< 9§
Enod sportsmanship hoth ih vic tary |
{'and defear.

In the academic antl tech
wing, you will find the neees
thols with which cach and o erv
une of air MAUNE  peopie
| rquip himsell oF hepself ' o
chappy and profisable futiy We
| simiply 3:k — he oepger ¢ oo

and develap snur falent. -
fullest,
— e i Biant — L by e iy

this projeet throutgh to "« o
"pletion. hat may J, al (. d
slress the fae! 1hat all {4 i
ma!l Chave heen Pas&ibidon s s
the help and eanporsting - e o
e From both our Teders'  gnel
provineial Snvesnments, fhe :
seflier w.th boar $H7° ot ¢
with the tentunder o
by by ebaal g, A
Madede and  Ambersthag-

Im puneiisvion, | thank * baa
payere and all thoee whn e
wiy helped make all this o0 Ll

»

»
TAKING PART IN the praogram
were Hev. J. B, Martin, pi-* 0 o
| §1. John the HBaptist Chure's Rew
D. 8. Henry, rector of hris
Church and Miss Caral Coutnes |
who -offered piano selecliin-
L. B.. Delmore, . vice chairmaz
et Tie toara, intrnduced the plat:
form gueste and R. W, Bailry inc
]Iroduced the members of  the
| hoord and advisery vocational ram-
mittee. Mr. Bailey paid fribuie 1o
W. K. Sidex, former prineija] anc
secretary of the board, 1o- his
untiring work during the ecorstric
CLn perfed e ———
Samuel Thompson. af Collavian
Rrothers. contractors, turne! the
key of the new. building over to
Gerald Simrod of J. P. Thamsen
Associales. archileels, wha pre:
senled it 1o R W. Bailey. -hair

liam

130 SANDWICH STREET SOUTH

man -of the Board. »'Mr. Balley |
ju;-ngi:ll: : .'] it :OYQT‘__!D"R_E‘_.?EIMIII;'
prn a'. .' \._.-‘:.__I:h ‘...-i:.. rb.
“The simple act of giving and
reeciving. o key is an . awesome
challénge charging my’ colleagues
and mysell with one of the-im-
portant li:hlses of youhg lives. We
accepd that challenge and promise
1o do.our hest™, Mr. Cozgns re-
marked. -

* *

ON BEHALF of the students,
Stanley Bezaire, president of the
students’ council, thanked the
department and the board for the
edlarged faecilities. Miss Sharyn
Hall; viee president of the siu-

denis’  eouncil. presented Mrx. |
Laing and  Mrs. Wood with bou- |
quets, -

Membhers of  the- Amhersiburg |
District 1ligh School Board in-'
clude R. W. Bailey and Dr. E. D. !
Hulchinson, representing Amherst- |
hurg: C. D). Bailey, appointee from
the Amhersthurg  Publie  Schopl !
Board: 1. J, Fox. representing’
Amhersthurg  Separale Schoaol
Board: W. Hallock. Anderdon re-
preseniative: Earl A. MeGee, Mal:
den appointee and R. B. Mae-
Gregor, appoinied by the Fssex
County Council. |

Memhers of the "Advizary Voea-
fional Cammitlee are C. D. RBailey.
chairman, D, Kirkaldy. Mrs, Wil
Knight. Mrs. R. lozon. J
Warren, R. W. Railex. L. R Dol
thete and W. Haliock.

An lnspeetion  of the =chonl
foilowed the program Members
of the stali and senior students
wore on duly suiding the vikglors
et the huileling.

PR

Kecembr, 0, 1764
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offictal opening
General Amhensit High Schesl . ..

AMHERSTBURG, ONTARIO

FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 17, 1967 — 8:00 P.M.

FIGURE 21 - OFFICIAL OPENING PROGRAM, 1967
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THE ARCHITECT ...

I. P. Thomsan Asspeistes, Ar-
chitectz have desipned over 150
sehonl projects including  elemen-
tary schools, secondary schools
rvetarded children's schools and
have recently bhesn eommiszioned
by the Cansdian Department of
External Aid to be the architects
on 4 new vocational school in
Guyana, South America.

The firm has been privileged
to be the architectz for all tae
additions to General Amhers, Dist-
rict High School since 19859 when
the school consisted of only 12
teaching areas up to its presemt
size to serve 1600 students in Acad-
emie, Commercial and Woeational
Coarsas.

THE COMTRACTOR . ..

Incorporated in 1651, Elfis-
Das's first year of operation was
limited to small school and church
EE'.IEE{S to the {otal value of $150-

The eompany now builds al-
most everﬁt:.]ne of building inelud-
ing schoals, hospitalz, universitios
and dndusteial plants and has jusi
repantly completed the most im-
pressive MNatiomal Library and fr-
chives Building in Ottawa, and are
presently construeting  the  1600-
unit residenee &t the University of
Gualph.

EllisDon iz rated among the
seven  largest eonstruction eom-
panies in Canada with one hund-
red mnd seventy-five galarled em-
plovess completing in excess of

0,000 in eontracls per Year.

W
programme

0 CANADA
INVOCATION . Fr. J. E. Martin, C.5.B.
1. John the Baptist Clhureh
K. W. Bailey, Chairman
...................... William Hall
s R. W. Bailey
. Contractor to Architect
to R. A. Cozens, M.A., Principal
Rev. W. C. Tupling, B.A, BD, 8TM,

Wesley United Church

OPENING REMARKS
INTRODUCTION of GUESTS
INTRODUCTION of BOARD ...
PRESENTATION of KEYS ...

DEDICATION of BUILDING

GREETINGS FROM DEPARTMENT of -

EOTHATION . e maatiasan W. W. Allen, B.A., Area Supt.
INTRODUCTION of SPEAKER .. Harvey Jones, Vice Chairman
ADDRESS ........ e Eugene Whelan, M.P.
APPHICTNTION ..o s s ek Grant Golden
BENEDICTIOMN e i e T . Elder Murray Jones

RL.D.S. Church
GOD SAVE THE QUEEN —

PIANIST — Joan Vandelinder

AMHERSTEURG DISTRICT HIGH SCHOOL BOARD
R. W. BAILEY — cChalrman
HARVEY JONES — Vice Chairman
HAROLD BERMACHI
GRANT GOLDEN WILLIAM HALL
GEORGE F. McCURDY MARWEOD PARKS
ADMINISTRATOR — WATSON HALLOCK
R. & COZENS, M.A, — PRINCIPAL

CHARLES BAILEY

ADVISORY VOCATIONAL COMMITTEE

MRS. WILLIAM KNIGHT MRS, M. LOZON
DOUGLAS KIRKALDY JOHN MNEDA
HARVEY JOMES GRANT GOLDEN
C. D. BAILEY R. W. BAILEY

official opening
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Eugene Whelan, M.P. Speaker —

The two' and a hatf million dol-
Tl -mdditionto-the--General Am—
herst High Schoal wis offictally
wpened on Friday, evening by
Engene Whelan, 3LP. BEssex South.
Mr. Whelan was a former student
at the school.

Praise for the members of the
sthool bosed -was woiced by G
Simrod, representing the archi-
tects Thomson and Associates.
He told of the co-operalion of the
board memberss and the many
bours they speni in planning the

school and doring its congirue-
tion.
Watson Hallock, business ad-

-ministrator, - Teporfed that the
contract” for the ‘tonstruction of
the building was S1,981,787; archi-
it::t's fees, suhﬁum am}ll iu.mis;ze-
, 270446 is has to
a.dfixed the epet of the site.
* *

THE FEDERAL government
through grants pald 38.5 percent
of the cost of the school, the
provineial government paad a like
amount and 23 percent was divid-
ed between' the municipalities of
Amherstburg, Anderdon and Mal-
den. Anderdon - pays 37.70 per-
cond; . 3441 percent
and Malden, 2788 perceni. Mr
Hallock stated it was mecessary 1o
j.sts.ue dg%gnif:our%; in: The amount
of 020,310 ance ‘the muniei-
palities share of the cost. The
debentures ‘are: for 20 years.

Three of' the: five ‘principals of
General A st were present.
These were R. A Coaens, present
principal; W. H:-Sldey. who was
principal {m-ﬂt ars-and R W.
Martin, who' | Mr. Sidey.

W, Bailey.

i nfeal education,

Two And A Half Million Dollar
Addition To General

Amherst Opened

Jones of the RL.D.E Church. R
schoeo! Doard chair-
man, presided. Mr, Whelan was
introduced by Harvey Jones and
thenked for his address by Grant
Golden.

Following the program the
seven hendred o atendance tour-
ed the school. The visitors were
served with a luneh in the eafe-

teria.
B £

EXCERPTS FROM Mr. Whelan's
rddress follow:

T would like to leave vou to-
night with a few impressions that
I. a5 your federal member of
parliament. have regarding educa-
tion and the future of Canada.
but first of all, I think I should
go hack over a little personal his-

tory that 1 heve been acquainted |

with in the development of this
high schoo) [ remember the first
day I came to General Amherst
High School like it was yesterday,
the execitement of going to that
great big schooland, believe me,
it was big alongside of that old
one-room =chool located on Texas
Road cziled Springhill 2 and 4
It was like a new world, full of
freedom that T had never known
before, and 1 can see some faces
in the audience tonight simling
who bsd Lo eontrol that hroneco,
and-even today, I'll bet they won-
der if their efforts were fulile
when they read the papers. [ see
two teachers here tonight ﬂ'lstl 1
remember quite well — Miss
Veroncia Coyle and Mr. Philip
Gibb, who both seemed to me, &t
that time, not much older than
we were, and we gave them a
pretty tough fime T will et
neither ever thought they would
live to sae the day that that oash-
ful, fun-loving, rough and tumble
¥id would ever be bringing grest-
ings on behalf of the federal gov-

-| armment anywhere, let alonme in
#ris own home town in this own old |,

Alma Dster,

1 have done some research on|-
technieal high schosls and havel|
found- it very inferesting. Thef
first piece of information I found

was -2 royal commission on tech-

* [Continved en T-B

Nra3 1967
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which was com-|
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{Continved From 1-A)

missioned in 1910 and the report
made in 1913. However, it was
until 1919 that the act was passed
and the program originated.
I am a firm believer that our
education  system  across  this
nation must become as similar
from pravince to_province as pos-
sible — why, some may ask
well, mainly because of the greal
movement of people from place
to place in (his great nation,
which is tremendovs, and will
even be more  so ac gur nation
develops, and the people must
have no handicap as far as re.
locating in some other part of
our nation goes
We can realize, from what I
have said, that I am a strone he
liever in education — technieal
and otherwise. I mighl add here
that the federal governmeni has
been a longtime participant in
this type of program and during
the last war the technical hizh
schools were in most cases run
24 hours a day to train armed per-
sonnel and personnel for industry
which were called war emergency
courses,

x R

I LEFT GEMERAL Amherst
alonz witn saveral othep 16-year
olds Lo take this course, which
was called machine shop practice.
which lasted six months. The
course consisted of learning the
operation of lathes, shapers, mill

ing machines, bench work and
drafting and bluesprint reading
ough [ never Followed this

{raining up professionally, I have
found it a tremendous help to me

mechanized fanm, There is never
a day goes by that it is not a
help in the way of reading blue-
prints or understanding someone's
problem.

I am pleased to be here tonight
representing the federal govaern-
ment pn the oceasion of the open-
ing of the General Amherst High
School. We are honuured to have
been a financial partner in this
project, and wish to offer our
congratulations and hest wishes
for the future of these much
needed educational facilities.
When this project began. the
| federal govermment was working
with the province on a cost-shar-
ing basis under the ¢ld technical
and vocational training assistance
act. This institution represents
only one of many hundreds which
were ‘brought into being under
the provisions of this act.

¥ X

as an M.P. and as an owner of al

Two And A Half Million Dollar
Addition To General Amherst Opened

EVERYONE I5 cencerned with
costs these days and on the occa-
sion of the opening of the Gen-
eral Amherst High School it is
interesting ta note that the fed-
eral government has confributed
some 51440500 in building and
equipment costs for this project

In addition to the momey ex-
pended, there has bheen a great
deal of time and effort put into
the construction and equipping of
these schools. This  expenditure
will be more than justified, I am
sure, Im this day and age, as I
stated earlier, the need for great-
er education and training is of
paramount importance and insti-
tutions such as this are plaving a

vital role in our economic devel-

opment,
During the six years helween
1961 and 1967 the federal govern-
ment has provided nearly $600
million to the provinces for the
‘building of voecational and trade
sthools and technological insti-
tutes. It has also added many
millions in shared-cost programs
to train teachers, apprentices amd

the unemployed.
X X

WHILE THIS filled a large gap,
it did not adequately cover the
over-all educational needs of our
country. About two-thirds of the
federal. contribufion ‘went for the
training of studenfs who. had not
left the scheol system. Relatively
little actually went toward the
retraining of -adults whose skills
had become obsolele becaunse of
technologicel change. .

So after six  years of shared-
cost arrangemen :
nieal and, vocational:tr
the federal: ermnmt,ﬁ?gi ]

60

the _tech-

;

: y
concerned with helping  people

respond to their new economic
and technological environment
Tts purpose s to create the op.
portunities ahd conditions whieh
allow people to obtain and hold
Jobs Tor which they are best
suited and which 1n turp makes
them most productive

* *

CANADA TODAY
march.,  fuiging ahead
Zreatest  futdre of any  cyuntry
in the wurld In anather  thieny
vears we will he ane of the most

is on the
with  the

impartant  patwns on the world,
more immartant thun Great Brit-
an ooar France. pur pooulation will
be mare than  doubled, our de-
velopment  even more than  the
mind can imadine W have just
fimished our greatest vear nouur
higtory,  our T00tn Hirthduy
think 1t 15 possible thal shat we
think af as the centenary =% san-
federation may turn oul o be
our gZenwne confederation. & per-

10d of spiritual retucth i response
to the central soeial faei of our
time: Tha' man must unite, not
divide herause he simply wiil aot
sitrviive in g slate of radieal dis-
unity Technology of eourse helps
to unjte

the world: we cannot
take off in a jet plane and ex-
peet a whally different wav of

life in the placo where the plane
lands.  Bul technology in itseM
does nol diztinguish  unity from
uniformity, This distinction s the

areat  mental  achievement that
democracy has created for the
modern world:  the realization

that identity eannot be preserved
either by cutting oneself off from
others ar by dissalving oneself in
others, bu! only by the flexibility
of a larger group where there
are greal variations of character,
and sharn differences of opinion
and emphasis, yet all contained
within the sense of 2 common
heritage and a common destiny,

* *

M. ;zs/ (96+
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Then
& Now

General Amherst
High School

On Seplember 5, 1922 the new
General Amherst High Schoal
opanad with 73 pupils and fouwr
teachers. Morman Davies was
Principal. Following s a
description from The Amherstburg
Echo, July 21, 1822,

“The lower floor is devoted to
vocational purposes and  the
upper o academic. The former
congisgts of a Manual Training
Room, Forge Shop, Art Room,
Domiestic Science Rizam,
Gymnasiom, Principal's Room,
Lady Teachers' Room and Boys
and Girls Toilsts...

The upper floor consists of five
classrooms, four large and one
smaller for an advanced form,
One of the large class rooms is

allotted to commercial work and
has a typewriter room at one end
separated by a glazed partition so
that is under direct supendision
from the Commercial classrmom.
Another of these clasarooms is for
Science Laboratory work and has
a amall apparatus room off it
The basement sccommodates
boiler plant, ventilating unit, coal
room and storage space.”

It may be interasfing to note that
in its first year evening classes
were eslablished in Bookkeeping,
Shorthand, Typewriting, Sewing,
French conversation, Chermistry,
Shop Math and Motor Mechanics.

Thee sarme leachers whao taught
during the day also ran the

evening classes. In one of the
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many artickes il is noted thal the
Dosniini o War Trophies
Commission at Oltawa sent a
collection of trophies, machine
guns, hedmets, enemy rifles and
much mare, These iems werne to
be placed in one room of the new
school o be “fitted wp a8 a
musaum.” A lange cannon Wwas
also forwarded by the Militia
Deparimant, which was *mounted
on the school ground facing
Sandwich Strest”

Harold McEvers, Architect, of
Windaor, designed and supenised
the construction af the building for
a total cost of approximatehy
$68,000. 1 was said 1o be “an
ideal working example of a
Vocational Academic high schoal.”

Continued on Fage 3.
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Then & Now

_..Contnued from page 1

By 1928 enrallment had increased fram
65 to 150 students and the gymnasium
was too small to be wseful. J.C.
Pennington Windsor architect, was
engaged o prepare specifications and
by the fall term General Amherst
students had a new 65 x 35" gym. In
1834 the school basemenl was
enlarged, the waork being accomplished
by about 40 men who weare on “walfare.”
The Marsh Collection files contain so
miuch information about the rew
school- possibly a good project for a
history student?

s ’-'"i!'n':;"i'i||i|zst|1?|]ﬁﬁﬁm,"ﬂ,ﬁ' >
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Yearbooks

We have a collectan of local high school yearbooks
that visfors are welcome o access. The following is a
list of available years:

St. Rose High School

1950-53, 1955-57, 1959-66

General Amherst High School
1961-87, 2000

&t. Thomas of Villanova High Schoaol
1967-94, 2001-03

I you have a yearbook that you are inlerested in
donating io help us fill in the gaps, please contact us
al 519-736-3181. Or if you are interested in lending a
yearbook for scanning, we will return the original book

b you.

page 3
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6. CONTEMPORARY PHOTOGRAPHS

FIGURE 23 - 130 SANDWICH STREET - SOUTH ELEVATION OF 1922 CONSTRUCTION

FIGURE 24 — 30 SANDIH TRET— SUTHELEVAION OF GYM
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FIGURE 28 - ADDITIONAL THREE MURALS ON THE WEST ELEVATION
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FIGURE 29 - EAST ELEVATION - VIEW LOOKING WEST FROM SANDWICH STREET.

FIGURE 30 - SOUTH ELEVATION - VIEW LOOKING NORTH NEAR SANDWICH STREET
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