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TOWN OF AMHERSTBURG 
DRAINAGE BOARD 

Tuesday, October 3, 2023 
6:00 PM 

 

MINUTES 
 
PRESENT   Allan Major 

     Anthony Campigotto 
Murray Sellars 
Brian Renaud 
Sam Paglia, Drainage Superintendent/Engineering 
Coordinator 

     Nicole Humber, Recording Secretary 
     Karly Kennedy, Policy and Committee Coordinator 
      

  
 

ABSENT   Brad Laramie    
 
     

      
1. CALL TO ORDER 

 
The Chair called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m.   
 
 
 

2. DISCLOSURE OF PECUNIARY INTEREST & GENERAL NATURE THEREOF 
 
Board Member Brian Renaud declared an interest with item 4.3. 
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3.  The Chair read the following land acknowledgement: 
 

 “We will begin by acknowledging that the land on which we gather is the 
traditional territory of the Three Fires Confederacy of First Nations 
(comprising the Ojibway, the Odawa, and the Potawatomie Peoples), and of 
the Huron- Wendat and Wyandot Peoples. We recognize the land as an 
expression of gratitude to those whose traditional territory we reside on, and 
a way of honouring the Indigenous people who have been living and thriving 
on the land since time immemorial. We value the significant historical and 
contemporary contributions of local and regional First Nations and all of the 
Original Peoples of Turtle Island.” 

 
4. NEW BUSINESS 

 
4.1 Lakewood Drive Drain No. 3 and Pumping Scheme  

 
Sam Paglia explained that the reason for the meeting was to gather input from 
the landowners on the Lakewood Drive Drain No. 3 and Pumping Scheme after 
the rain event that occurred August 24 and 25, 2023.  Mr. Paglia stated that this 
meeting was not a regulatory meeting through the Drainage Act, and that it was 
to have a discussion with landowners regarding a back up power system for the 
Lakewood Drive Drain No. 3 and Pumping Scheme.  Mr. Paglia further stated 
that during the rain event in question, 6 out of the 8 pumping systems had 
power failure and as a result two landowners have submitted requests to the 
Town to inquire about back up power supply to those pumping systems.  Mr. 
Paglia noted that this was a good time to reach out and see if it was an option 
that landowners would like to have backup power included within the Lakewood 
Drive Drain No. 3 and Pumping Scheme report. 
 
Tim Oliver, P.Eng from Dillon Consulting Ltd addressed the landowners in the 
audience and advised that adding back up power is not common in his 
experience, however with the power outage that occurred during the recent rain 
events may cause flooding if the pumps are not functional and although the 
Town has standby pumps to provide some temporary pumping, they are not 
always readily available and they would not provide the same amount of power.  
Mr. Oliver noted that this particular pump is a medium to large sized pump and 
using temporary pumps would not match this pump stations capacity. 
 
Mr. Oliver spoke about a diesel generator that is the most common. This 
system has a transfer switch that starts the engine and the power is supplied to 
the pump automatically. The generator has its own fuel tank and sound 
proofing.  Mr. Oliver stated that the regulations for Tier 1 generator has high 
restrictions on emissions, and this particular generator is an 80 kilowatt 
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generator with a sound enclosure, and an exhaust stack 20’ high that would 
help with emissions control. 
 
Mr. Oliver explained that the cost with the generator, transfer switch, site works, 
and alarm system would be approximately $150,000-$170,000 which is a 
considerable cost that would be shared amongst all landowners on schedule C.  
Mr. Oliver noted that the Town of Amherstburg is assessed 44% of the cost and 
the balance would be assessed to the watershed in the same proportions as in 
the report. 
 
Mr. Oliver noted that the reason for the recommendations to the Bar Point 
pump upgrades is due to the pump not being strong enough to accommodate 
Lakewood Drive, it was also mentioned that everyone on the pumping scheme 
would benefit from the back up power system. 
 
Mr. Oliver made it clear to the landowners that the report can go through as is, 
or the report can be referred back and a back up power supply can be added 
now or provisions in the report can have a back up power supply added in later.  
Mr. Oliver stated that he has not been instructed to add back up power, and 
that it was up to the landowners and the Drainage Board to decide if this is 
something they consider valuable. 
 
Mr. Paglia advised that with 6 of the 8 pumps going without power the Town 
has received multiple calls to look into back up power on other pump stations, 
and in 2 of those watersheds, landowners have submitted requests for 
improvement for the addition of back up power supply.  Mr. Paglia indicated that 
if the decision was made now to look into back up power, the engineering costs 
would be saved as it can be included in the report Mr. Oliver has worked on.  If 
a request came in afterwards another engineer’s report would be required. 
 
Board Chair Anthony Campigotto asked if anyone in the gallery had any 
questions. 
 
The Board heard from: 
 

• Brian Balkwill – 148 Lakewood Drive 
 

Mr. Balkwill stated that the Lakewood Drive area was fine and received 
no flooding during the rain events in August.  Mr. Balkwill agreed that a 
significant amount of rain fell, however there were no issues in the 
Lakewood Drive area.  Mr. Balkwill stated that the asset management in 
the Town is non-existent and he would like the power grid looked at to 
see if it is strong enough, and if not than the hydro infrastructure should 
be upgraded.  Mr. Balkwill felt that a 20’ exhaust pipe on the generator 
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would be an eyesore and a mistake if installed.  Mr. Balkwill expressed 
concern that an 80 kilowatt generator would be too big for the pump 
station. 
 
Mr. Paglia clarified that the area that received the most amount of rainfall 
was the Malden Centre area, along County Road 20 east of Concession 
5 South. But that at any time, the Lakewood area could receive a similar 
event.  
 
Board Chair Anthony Campigotto indicated that there were hydro 
upgrades in the area recently and there does not seem to be an 
improvement, and stated that the Willow Beach area experienced 
flooding during that particular rain event, and it is not far from Lakewood 
Drive.  Mr. Campigotto stated that there is an 80 kilowatt generator that 
services the Libro Centre and it serves its function. 
 
Mr. Paglia thanked Mr. Balkwill for his comments but stated that some of 
Mr. Balkwill’s comments were outside the scope of this meeting.  Mr. 
Paglia stated that he wholeheartedly disagrees with Mr. Balkwill’s 
comments about the area being ok.  The fact that the Lakewood area did 
not get the same amount of water as other areas, but that it did not mean 
that the area won’t experience it one day.  Mr. Paglia noted that it was 
worth discussing with landowners and up to them and the Board about 
protecting their homes. Mr. Paglia also indicated that others in the 
Gallery may not have the same opinion, but appreciated Mr. Balkwill’s 
opinions none-the-less.  

 
• Dan Accetta  – 125 Lakewood Drive 

 
Mr. Accetta asked the Board if it would make sense to evaluate all of the 
pump stations and possibly obtain better pricing for ordering multiple 
units.  Mr. Accetta asked if it was possible that the Road Authority could 
request backup generators at all pump stations. 
 
Mr. Paglia stated that the Road Authority (Town) can trigger drainage 
works, and so can any other landowner in a watershed. The Town 
appreciates when the requests on Municipal Drains come from the 
landowners within the watershed and will support the request to provide 
a better level of service because we all share in the cost.  
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• Kathryn McNamara 
 

Ms. McNamara requested the pricing be confirmed. 
 
Mr. Oliver confirmed the cost would be approximately $150,000-170,000 
with the Town paying 44% of the cost. 
 

• Harry Vandenbrink 
  

Mr. Vandenbrink asked if a natural gas generator was ever looked into. 
 
Mr. Campigotto advised that the Ontario Building Code states that only 
reliable energy back up systems are diesel generators, and that they are 
always used for health care facilities as they are the only generators that 
are reliable in case the natural gas system is damaged or disrupted 
during an event, which would affect the operation of the gas backup 
powered system. 
 
Mr. Oliver explained that he had discussions with industrial engineers 
and a natural gas generator is not an option for the Bar Point pump as 
there is no gas service at the pump station, and strongly suggested 
diesel would be the choice to take. 
 

Board Chair Anthony Campigotto asked if there were any further questions 
from the gallery. 
 
There were none. 
 
Board Chair Anthony Campigotto asked if there were any questions form the 
Board members. 
 
There were none. 
 
Mr. Paglia advised that if the Board wanted to consider back up power, the 
engineer’s report would have to be referred back to the engineer as it is 
currently provisionally adopted. And that; 
(a) the revised report could provide options that could be discussed at a 
further meeting or  
(b) the revised report could be reconsidered with the addition of a back up 
power source.   
Mr. Paglia stated that a reconsideration meeting would be held to provide 
landowners the opportunity to comment on the technical aspects of the 
revised report, and a Court of Revision meeting would be held to deal with the 
revised assessments.  Mr. Paglia added that if the report is sent back to the 
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engineer to be revised and reconsidered, the current adopted report would no 
longer have its provisional status. 
 
Mr. Paglia advised that the Board has to make a decision whether to move 
ahead with the adopted report or send the report back to the engineer. 
 
Vice-Chair Allan Major suggested a poll with the landowners in the gallery to 
see if they are interested in back up power supply. 
 
Mr. Paglia polled the landowners in the audience and of those who voted 6 
landowners were in favour of a back up power supply and 2 were not. 

 
Murray Sellars moved, Brian Renaud seconded; 

 
That: 

 
1. The engineer’s report, prepared by Dillon Consulting Ltd. dated 

June 27, 2023 for the Lakewood Drive Drain No. 3 & Pumping 
Scheme BE SENT BACK to the Engineer so that changes to the 
report can be made to include back up power supply. 

 
Motion Carried 

 
 

4.2 Chappus Drain – Town of Lasalle 
 

Mr. Paglia indicated that the Chappus Drain starts in the Town of Lasalle at 
Turkey Creek and heads southeast into the north end of the Town of 
Amherstburg. The request for improvement to appoint an engineer was 
initiated in the Town of Lasalle.  Mr. Paglia advised that Gerard Rood, P.Eng 
of Rood Engineering Inc. was appointed by the Town of Lasalle to prepare the 
report for the repair and improvement to the Chappus Drain.  The meeting to 
consider was held in Lasalle on September 26th, and other than general 
comments, all were in favour with only a couple questions from landowners 
regarding drain spoils.  Mr. Paglia indicated that there were no Amherstburg 
landowners in attendance. Mr. Paglia stated that the bulk of the drainage 
improvements will be covered by Essex Golf and Country Club who is the 
requesting the diversion of the drain and is also a requesting landowner, 
although landowners will be paying for some drain cleaning.  Mr. Paglia noted 
that the Town of Amherstburg will be paying for the cost to produce a future 
maintenance schedule, but not for any of the construction recommendations in 
the report. The Town would be invoiced by Lasalle for the entire portion of 
assessment to Amherstburg lands, then after an Authorizing Bylaw is brought 
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to Amherstburg Council, the Town will apply for grant and recover the 
landowner assessed costs through billing. 
 
Mr. Paglia stated that the Drainage Act allows another municipality, other than 
the initiating municipality to file an appeal on technical merit per Section 75 
(1), and Section 97 (3) indicates that one (1) member of any neighbouring 
municipality’s Council or Committee must be appointed to the Court of 
Revision in the initiating municipality.  Mr. Paglia also indicated that once the 
Town of LaSalle passes their bylaw for the drain, the Town of Amherstburg will 
pass an authorizing bylaw in order to use the assessment schedule for 
Amherstburg lands to recover costs assessed to Amherstburg lands. 
 
Board Member Anthony Campigotto asked if the Town would be assessed for 
the south side of Malden Road. 
 
Mr. Paglia indicated that Malden Road is a County Road, which is owned by 
the County of Essex, so the County of Essex is assessed for the road. Mr. 
Paglia indicated that the schedule of assessment for future maintenance 
includes 12 non-agricultural parcels within the Town of Amherstburg that 
would be assessed. 
 
Brian Renaud moved, Murray Sellars seconded; 
 
THAT: 

1. Vice-Chair Allan Major BE APPOINTED to sit on the Court of Revision 
for the Town of Lasalle as per Section 97(3) of the Drainage Act. 

Motion Carried 

 

4.3 Engineering Appointment – Collison Drain 
 

Mr. Paglia explained that a request for a culvert for a residential lot is the 
premise for the engineering appointment, noting that the requesting landowner 
would be responsible for the costs for the engineers report and the initial 
installation of the culvert.  Mr. Paglia further explained that the upstream 
landowners would be assessed for future maintenance of said culvert.  Mr. 
Paglia stated that Gerard Rood of Rood Engineering Inc. completed that last 
report on the Collison Drain, therefore it was beneficial to appoint Mr. Rood to 
this project from a time and efficiency perspective. 
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Board Member Brian Renaud asked if bridge construction costs are typically 
the responsibility of the requesting landowners. 
 
Mr. Paglia stated that it is up to the appointed engineer, however most of the 
time the new installation and cost of the report is generally assessed to the 
landowner requesting a primary culvert, and any future maintenance after that 
installation is assessed to upstream landowners. 
 

THAT:  

1. The report from the Drainage Superintendent and Engineering 
Coordinator dated September 14, 2023 regarding the Collison Drain – 
Engineering Appointment BE RECEIVED;  
 

2. The Drainage Board recommend that Council ACCEPT the request 
from the landowner for improvements to the Collison Drain drainage 
system as per Section 78 of the Drainage Act; and, 

3. The Drainage Board recommend that the appointment of Rood 
Engineering Inc. as represented by Mr. Gerard Rood, P.Eng., to 
examination and report on the repair and improvement to the Collison 
Drain drainage system BE APPROVED by Council.  
 

Motion Carried 

4.4 Engineering Appointment – Deslippe Drain 

Mr. Paglia informed the Board that the Deslippe Drain is currently under 
examination and report under Section 124 where a culvert had failed on the 
drain and the Act allows (with permission from the Minister) to replace or repair 
the culvert, and subsequently bring a report to Council.  Mr. Paglia explained 
that there was already one culvert failure on the drain subsequent to the initial 
failure, two more are needing replacement.  Mr. Paglia stated that the Town 
received a request from an upstream landowner to clean the drain and the 
engineer currently appointed has already completed 90% of the report, and if 
the drain maintenance is added to the scope of the report the Town and the 
engineer could face appeals for the delay on the report.  Mr. Paglia 
recommended appointing another engineer to examine the drain and prepare a 
report as the current bylaw on the drain is unusable to recover costs fairly. Mr. 
Paglia also noted that experience indicates that since most of the culverts on 
the drain were installed at the same time, and two failures have recently 
occurred, with the recommendation that two more culverts downstream are in 
need or replacement, there is a high likelihood that other culverts on the drain 
outside the scope of the current appointed engineer so maintenance was not 
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suggested to the requesting landowner as there is no mechanism in the current 
bylaw to recover cost sharing on culvert replacements.  Mr. Paglia confirmed 
the location of the Deslippe Drain starts along the east side of the 6th 
Concession S, south of County Rd 18 and heads northerly along the 6th 
Concession S and cuts across lands near Alma Street, then continues north to 
Long Marsh Drain. 

Murray Sellars moved, Allan Major seconded; 

That: 

1. The report from the Drainage Superintendent and Engineering 
Coordinator dated September 14, 2023 regarding the Deslippe Drain – 
Engineering Appointment BE RECEIVED;  
 

2. The Drainage Board recommend that Council ACCEPT the request 
from the landowner for improvements to the Deslippe Drain drainage 
system as per Section 78 of the Drainage Act; and, 

3. The Drainage Board recommend that the appointment of R. Dobbin 
Engineering as represented by Mr. Josh Warner, P.Eng., to 
examination and report on the repair and improvement to the Deslippe 
Drain drainage system BE APPROVED by Council.  

Motion Carried 

 

4.5 Engineering Appointment – St Theresa Subdivision 

Mr. Paglia provided a brief overview of the numerous requests the Town 
received for improved drainage in the St Theresa Subdivision.  Mr. Paglia 
indicated that the St Theresa subdivision has its own municipal drain within the 
road right-of-way in the subdivision called the Langlois Drain.  Mr. Paglia 
advised that the area had severe flooding during the rain events on August 24 
and 25, and there have been numerous discussions with the landowners in the 
area since those said rain events.  Mr. Paglia stated that he has recommended 
the Board appoint Oliver Moir, P.Eng from Dillon Consulting Ltd. to examine 
and prepare a preliminary report for options to provide  a higher level of service 
for the St Theresa subdivision.  Mr. Paglia did note that the amount of rain the 
St Theresa subdivision received, far exceeded the level of service of the 
majority of drainage schemes in Ontario. 
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Committee member Brian Renaud asked if it were possible to design a drain to 
handle the amount of rain the St. Theresa lands received during the rain event.  

Mr. Paglia indicated in short that it is possible, but that there are many factors to 
consider with the economics of a system that large being the major factor. 
Places in areas where those rainfalls are common do design for those events, 
but the systems are much larger than anything in Ontario and are simply 
uneconomical to provide province wide. They would require a much larger 
footprint and constructability regarding elevations in our area can complicate 
such a system.  

Vice Chair Allan Major asked if the area in question was where one of the pump 
stations had power failure. 

Mr. Paglia stated that this area is not served by a pump station and that the 
area relies on gravity flows in the Langlois Drain South, Alvin Bondy Drain and 
the Albert McGee Drain to drain the lands into Big Creek.  Mr. Paglia advised 
that the surface flow travelled from the surrounding farm fields into the 
subdivision and although there was still some capacity in the Albert McGee 
Drain, the water couldn’t get there and flowed through the subdivision and 
made its way to County Road 20 (CR20), where it met the municipal drains at 
Concession 6 South and CR20.   Mr. Paglia indicated that the volume of water 
and the flows associated with such a volume was significant and had also 
caused a washout over the 5th Concession South. 

Board Member Brian Renaud asked if there was anything that could be done as 
the amount of rain was significant. 

Mr. Paglia explained that the engineers are in a difficult place when it comes to 
design as these rain events are not the norm, there are drainage systems and 
pump stations to deal with these types of rain events in areas where these 
intensity and frequencies occur, it would be uneconomical for Ontario to design 
for such events and the Drainage Act would never impose those costs on 
landowners unless requested to do so. Engineers utilize the provincial design 
guides to design for a 1:2 rain event in Ontario for Municipal Drains.   Mr. Paglia 
informed the board that the engineer will provide options in the preliminary 
report to provide a better level of service for the residents of St. Theresa and 
surrounding area. 

Board Chair Anthony Campigotto asked if anyone in the audience would like to 
address the Board. 

 The Board heard from: 
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• Harry Vandenbrink – 19 Durango 

Mr. Vandenbrink stated that he built his home 29 years ago and this is 
the first time his home has flooded, however his battery backup pump 
failed.  Mr. Vandenbrink indicated it is not the first time the road has 
flooded, and when the field tiles are frozen in the field next to him the 
water runs off the field and his sump pump fields the water at that time.  
Mr. Vandenbrink added that the tiles for the field are tiled to drain north 
of the subdivision. 

Murray Sellars moved, Brian Renaud seconded; 

That:  

1. The report from the Drainage Superintendent and Engineering 
Coordinator dated September 14, 2023 regarding the Request for 
Improvement – Engineering Appointment BE RECEIVED;  
 

2. The Drainage Board recommend that Council ACCEPT the requests 
from the landowners for improvements to the drainage systems in 
their area as per Section 78 of the Drainage Act; and, 

3. The Drainage Board recommend that the appointment of Dillon 
Consulting Ltd., as represented by Mr. Oliver Moir, P.Eng., to 
examination and produce a preliminary report on any potential 
repairs or improvements to the Municipal Drain infrastructure that 
services St. Theresa Subdivision BE APPROVED by Council.  

Motion Carried 

 

 
4.6 MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING 

 
Board Chair Anthony Campigotto advised that he noticed a typo on page 7 
of the August 9, 2023 minutes.  In paragraph 2 under the Frank Kemski 
portion, the minutes read “home setbacks are 20-25 meters” and the 
wording should say 20-25 feet. 
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Brian Renaud moved, Allan Major seconded; 
 
That: 
 
The minutes of the previous meeting BE ADOPTED: 
 
1. Drainage Board Meeting Minutes AS AMENDED – August 9, 2023 
 
2. Drainage Board Meeting Minutes – September 5, 2023 
 

Motion Carried 
 
 
 

5. NEXT MEETING DATE 
 
November 7, 2023 at 6:00 p.m. 

 
 
 

8. ADJOURNMENT 
 

Allan Major moved, Murray Sellars seconded; 
 

That: 
 

The Board rise and adjourn at 7:16 p.m. 
 

Motion Carried 
 
 
 
 

__________________________ 
Chair – Anthony Campigotto 

 
 

__________________________ 
Staff Liaison – Sam Paglia 
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THE CORPORATION OF THE TOWN OF AMHERSTBURG 

        OFFICE OF ENGINEERING AND PUBLIC WORKS 
 

MISSION STATEMENT: Committed to delivering cost-effective and efficient services for the 
residents of the Town of Amherstburg with a view to improve and enhance their quality of life. 

 

Author’s Name:  Sam Paglia Report Date:  September 14, 2023 
Author’s Phone: 519 736-3664 ext. 
2318  Date to Drainage Board:  October 3, 2023 
Author’s E-mail:  
spaglia@amherstburg.ca  Resolution #: N/A 

 
To: Members of the Drainage Board 
 
Subject:     Collison Drain – Engineering Appointment 
 
 
 
 
1. RECOMMENDATION:     
 
It is recommended that:  
 

1. The report from the Drainage Superintendent and Engineering Coordinator dated 
September 14, 2023 regarding the Collison Drain – Engineering Appointment BE 
RECEIVED;  
 

2. The Drainage Board recommend that Council ACCEPT the request from the 
landowner for improvements to the Collison Drain drainage system as per 
Section 78 of the Drainage Act; and, 

3. The Drainage Board recommend that the appointment of Gerard Rood of Rood 
Engineering Inc., to examination and report on the repair and improvement to the 
Collison Drain drainage system BE APPROVED by Council.  

 
2. BACKGROUND: 
 
The Collison Drain drainage system was first petitioned for in 1917, and subsequent 
reports and bylaws exist from 1927 through to and including 2019. The governing report 
for the entire drain is a 1981 Report by Wm Setterington which provides the current 
drain profile grades. 
 
The Town received a request for improvement from a landowner who wishes to install a 
culvert over the Municipal Drain to access a residential building lot. 
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3. DISCUSSION: 
 
The current bylaw does not provide a mechanism to install a culvert and fairly assess 
lands for the required improvement without updating the engineers report appended to 
the bylaw. The examining engineer in developing recommendations will include in the 
report, the improvement request, and any future culvert sharing. The Engineer during 
their examination may also include culvert replacements required downstream of the 
requesting lands and to a sufficient outlet or any other improvements necessary to bring 
the bylaw to its current reflection of the watershed and for the benefit of all of its 
landowners.  
 
 
4.   RISK ANALYSIS: 
 
 
It is Council’s responsibility to maintain and repair Municipal Drains and in doing so, must 
also maintain the Engineers report that is appended to each By-law for the respective 
Municipal Drains.  For the benefit of all lands including the Town, the current engineers 
report on the Collison Drain does not include a culvert at the location of this request and 
does not provide for future maintenance of same for the entire watershed in the drains 
assessment schedule.  
 
 
5. FINANCIAL MATTERS: 
 
The financial implications will be determined by the appointed engineer and will be 
provided in the schedule of assessment within the engineer’s drainage report for the 
improvements to the Collison Drain.  Under an improvement request, the requesting 
landowner is liable for 100% of the cost to produce the updated report and to construct 
the improvement.  Upstream lands are involved in the process as there lands may pay 
for future maintenance and repair of the added improvements, and perhaps anything 
deemed necessary downstream of the request as the case may be. 
 
The Town is currently assessed for its roads and lands within the watershed for 
approximately 8.7% of the works, but this can change under a report by an engineer. All 
of the affected upstream lands in the watershed share the cost of a project in the ratios 
set out in the report by the appointed engineer that are directly related to the 
maintenance and repair of the drain.   
 
 
6. CONSULTATIONS: 
 
N/A 
 
 
7. CONCLUSION: 
 
Administration is recommending that the appointment of the firm of Rood Engineering 
Inc., for the repair and improvement to the Collison Drain drainage system, be brought to 
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the next available Regular Council meeting for Council’s consideration pursuant to the 
provisions of the Drainage Act. 
 
 
 
     

______________________________      

 
Sam Paglia, P.Eng.,       
Drainage Superintendent and  
Engineering Coordinator 
 
Attachment(s): 
 

• Request for Improvement received 
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THE CORPORATION OF THE TOWN OF AMHERSTBURG 

        OFFICE OF ENGINEERING AND PUBLIC WORKS 
 

MISSION STATEMENT: Committed to delivering cost-effective and efficient services for the 
residents of the Town of Amherstburg with a view to improve and enhance their quality of life. 

 

Author’s Name:  Sam Paglia Report Date:  September 14, 2023 
Author’s Phone: 519 736-3664 ext. 
2318  Date to Drainage Board:  October 3, 2023 
Author’s E-mail:  
spaglia@amherstburg.ca  Resolution #: N/A 

 
To: Members of the Drainage Board 
 
Subject:     Deslippe Drain – Engineering Appointment 
 
 
 
 
1. RECOMMENDATION:     
 
It is recommended that:  
 

1. The report from the Drainage Superintendent and Engineering Coordinator dated 
September 14, 2023 regarding the Deslippe Drain – Engineering 
Appointment BE RECEIVED;  
 

2. The Drainage Board recommend that Council ACCEPT the request from the 
landowner for improvements to the Deslippe Drain drainage system as per 
Section 78 of the Drainage Act; and, 

3. The Drainage Board recommend that the appointment of R. Dobbin Engineering 
as Represented by Mr. Josh Warner, P.Eng., to examination and report on the 
repair and improvement to the Deslippe Drain drainage system BE APPROVED 
by Council.  

 
2. BACKGROUND: 
 
The Deslippe Drain drainage system was first petitioned for in 1905, and has a number 
of examinations under engineers’ report from 1906 through to and including 2006. The 
governing report for the entire drain is from 1983, under report and bylaw No. 83-13.  
The Drainage Superintendent for the Town received authorization from the Office of the 
Minister for Agriculture, Food and Rural Affairs under Emergency Designation (Section 

mailto:spaglia@amherstburg.ca
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124) in 2021 to replace a failed culvert on the Drain. Council appointed an engineer to 
include the culvert and update the report.  
During the time the engineer worked on the report, there were other failed culverts that 
occurred. The expected Section 78 report has not been filed with the Town and is not 
yet adopted.  
 
Administration did however consult with the appointed engineer to potentially request a 
scope change to include the examination of the entire drain in order to satisfy the 
current request, but unfortunately, the report is too far along for a change in scope to 
occur.  The Town and Engineer are responsible to move forward with examinations and 
reports actively and without delay or face potential appeals.  With the report almost 
ready for submission and the potential for more failed culverts on the drain, the current 
request is for improvements to the entire drain will be completed under a separate 
appointment.  
 
As a note, the requesting landowner at the time the currently appointed engineer 
conducted the on-site meeting, ANY landowner could have requested that the entire 
drain be examined which would provide the engineer with the authority to report therein.  
 
 

 
3. DISCUSSION: 
 
The Town received a request for maintenance, but the current bylaw does not provide a 
mechanism to fairly assess lands for the required maintenance. The Town is restricted 
under maintenance to only perform repairs where the items being repaired or replaced 
are “like for like”. The fact that an emergency culvert replacement took place in 2021, the 
fact that the appointed engineers are replacing other culverts on the drain and the fact 
that the current bylaw is from 1983, there is a high likelihood that other improvements will 
be necessary on the drain and the current bylaw does not provide a mechanism that 
allows the Town to improve the drain under maintenance.  
 
 
 
4.   RISK ANALYSIS: 
 
 
It is Council’s responsibility to maintain and repair Municipal Drains and in doing so, must 
also maintain the engineers’ report that is appended to each By-law for the respective 
Municipal Drains.  For the benefit of all lands including the Town, the current engineers 
report on the Deslippe Drain is outdated and does not accurately reflect the liabilities of 
various lands within the watershed.   
 
 
 
5. FINANCIAL MATTERS: 
 
The financial implications will be determined by the appointed engineer and will be 
provided in the schedule of assessment within the engineer’s drainage report for the 
improvements to the Deslippe Drain drainage system.  The Town is currently assessed 
for the Township of Anderdon as well as the Township of Malden drainage assessments 
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in the report for its roads and lands within the watershed for approximately 24% of the 
works, but this can change under a report by an engineer. All of the affected lands in the 
watershed share the cost of the project in the ratios set out in the report by the 
appointed engineer.   
 
 
6. CONSULTATIONS: 
 
N/A 
 
 
7. CONCLUSION: 
 
Administration is recommending that the appointment of the firm of Dillon Consulting Ltd. 
for the repair and improvement to the Deslippe Drain drainage system, be brought to the 
next available Regular Council meeting for Council’s consideration pursuant to the 
provisions of the Drainage Act. 
 
 
 
     

______________________________      

 
Sam Paglia, P.Eng.,       
Drainage Superintendent and  
Engineering Coordinator 
 
Attachment(s): 
 

• Request for Improvement  
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THE CORPORATION OF THE TOWN OF AMHERSTBURG 

        OFFICE OF ENGINEERING AND PUBLIC WORKS 
 

MISSION STATEMENT: Committed to delivering cost-effective and efficient services for the 
residents of the Town of Amherstburg with a view to improve and enhance their quality of life. 

 

Author’s Name:  Sam Paglia Report Date:  September 14, 2023 
Author’s Phone: 519 736-3664 ext. 
2318  Date to Drainage Board:  October 3, 2023 
Author’s E-mail:  
spaglia@amherstburg.ca  Resolution #: N/A 

 
To: Members of the Drainage Board 
 
Subject:     St. Theresa Subdivision  

RE: – Albert McGee, Alvin Bondy and the Langlois Drains 
Engineering Appointment – Preliminary Report 

 
 
 
 
1. RECOMMENDATION:     
 
It is recommended that:  
 

1. The report from the Drainage Superintendent and Engineering Coordinator dated 
September 14, 2023 regarding the Request for Improvement – Engineering 
Appointment BE RECEIVED;  
 

2. The Drainage Board recommend that Council ACCEPT the requests from the 
landowners for improvements to the drainage systems in their area as per 
Section 78 of the Drainage Act; and, 

3. The Drainage Board recommend that the appointment of Dillon Consulting Ltd., 
as represented by Mr. Oliver Moir, P.Eng., to examination and produce a 
preliminary report on any potential repairs or improvements to the Municipal 
Drain infrastructure that services St. Theresa Subdivision BE APPROVED by 
Council.  

 
2. BACKGROUND: 
 
The Town received multiple requests from landowners on St. Theresa, Durango Avenue 
and Woodside Avenue subdivision located east of Concession 6 South off of County 
Road 20. 

mailto:spaglia@amherstburg.ca
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The requests are to have the Town review the drainage in the area as residents 
experienced some adversity after the Town received a large rain event on August 24, 
and 25th which produced surface water that filled the streets and ditches in the area. 
The rain event in the region that saw between 127mm and 152mm of rain fall on August 
24th and an additional 25mm fall on August 25th.  
 
Many homes experienced flooding and landowners are requesting that the Town look at 
ways to increase the level of service in the area’s Municipal Drainage schemes.  
 
It should be noted that the average level of service provided province wide for a 
municipal Drain is a 1:2 event.  The rain received in August 2023 was in the range of a 
1:50 event, so flooding would be expected.  
 
Multiple Requests for Improvement forms have been submitted by residents in the area 
and administration is recommending that Council appoint an engineer to study the area 
and produce a preliminary report for landowners demonstrating what kind of upgrades 
can be recommended to provide a better level of service for the area.  
 
 
3. DISCUSSION: 
 
There are 6 Municipal Drains that service the subdivision and bring the water that they 
receive to a sufficient outlet are listed below with their respective governing bylaws.  
 

1. Langlois Drain – Bylaw No. 92-31 
2. Alvin Bondy Drain Bylaw No. 1586 (1966), Bylaw No. 84-10 (1983) and 

Bylaw 92-31  
3. Parks Drain – Bylaw 2019-058 and Bylaw 2021-046 
4. Albert McGee Drain (Upper Portion)-Bylaw 1331 (1957) 
5. Malden Center Drain – Bylaw 2011-90 
6. Albert McGee Drain (Lower Portion) – Bylaw 92-30 (1991) 

 
 
Langlois Drain: The drain was created under report by William J, Setterington, P.Eng., 
dated January 24, 1973 and created a subdivision plan with storm sewers on Woodside 
Avenue, St. Therese Avenue and Durango Avenue. The outlet for this drainage system 
at the time of construction was a private drain on the south lot of the farm parcel located 
at 6687 Concession 6 S. Further to this report, the Town appointed Crozier Baird to 
examine the area in 1992 and provide for an enclosure to extend from the outlet of the 
1973 report to the Municipal Drain known as the Alvin Bondy Drain. This report after 
reconsideration was adopted under bylaw 92-31. 
 
The Alvin Bondy accepts stormwater from the subdivision approximately mid-way where 
it traverses lands in a southwest direction and converges with the Upper portion of the 
Albert McGee Drain just north of CR20 at Concession 6 South.  
 
The Albert McGee Drain (Upper) then crosses Concession 6 South and south side of 
CR20. The drain then crosses to the south side of CR20. On the South side of CR20, the 
Albert McGee Lower portion accepts water from the Malden Center Drain at two (2) 
locations and, ultimately conveys water in a southwesterly and west direction for almost 
two (2) concessions where it finally outlets to Big Creek. 
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4.   RISK ANALYSIS: 
 
 
It is Council’s responsibility to maintain and repair Municipal Drains and in doing so, must 
also maintain the Engineers report that is appended to each By-law for the respective 
Municipal Drains.  For the benefit of all lands including the Town, the current engineers’ 
reports for the drains listed above can accommodate what the requested landowners 
have suggested. Council must appoint an Engineer to prepare a report for all 6 drains, or 
alternatively, appoint an engineer to produce a preliminary report for the area as a whole.  
 
We should not delay the examination requests for these lands so that the communal 
procedures can transpire allowing landowners the comfort of knowing the level of service 
they have to capture and convey the rain that their lands receives. 
 
 5. FINANCIAL MATTERS: 
 
The financial implications will be determined by the appointed engineer and will be 
provided in the schedule of assessment within the final engineer’s drainage report for 
the improvements to any or all of the drainage systems listed above.  The Town is 
currently assessed for its roads and lands within any watershed and has appeal rights 
just as any other landowner in the watershed does.  All of the affected lands in the 
watershed share the cost of the project in the ratios set out in the report by the 
appointed engineer.   
 
 
6. CONSULTATIONS: 
 
N/A 
 
7. CONCLUSION: 
 
Administration is recommending that the appointment of the firm of Dillon Consulting Ltd. 
To prepare a preliminary study and report for the requesting landowners as received for 
the drainage systems that convey water for the St. Therese subdivision, and that a 
preliminary report under the provisions of the Drainage Act. 
 
 
 
     

______________________________      

 
Sam Paglia, P.Eng.,       
Drainage Superintendent and  
Engineering Coordinator 
 
Attachment(s): 
 

• Requests for Improvement  


































































































































































































































